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Highly contentious political showdown 
provides potential teaching possibilities.

by Lexi Matthews ‘18

Hogan Announces Executive 
Order Regarding Start Dates

see ELECTION, pg. 2

by Mallory Carlson ‘19

 Governor Larry Hogan 
sparked controversy throughout 
Maryland after his announcement 
in September that the “law of the 
land” concerning school start 
dates would be changing. Hogan 
ordered that all Maryland public 
schools move start dates  after 
Labor Day, despite backlash from 
school administrators and the 
general public.
 The Maryland Board of Edu-
cation has even begun to make an 
effort so that school systems can 
seek waivers from the order.
 The order, which is to take 
effect in fall of 2017, also states 
that although schools cannot start 
until after Labor Day, 180 days 
of instruction must be completed 
by June 15. Officials worry that 
this change will cause problems 
regarding the school calendar and 
may end up forcing administra-
tors to whittle down spring break, 
winter break, or other previous-
ly approved days off. This year, 
MCPS schools started on August 
29 and will end on June 16.
 Governor Hogan argues that 
the  change is beneficial for busi-
nesses, families, and the envi-
ronment, but the president of the 
Montgomery County Board of 
Education, Michael Durso, said 
in a Washington Post article that 

it “ignores critical issues faced by 
schools and the potential negative 
instructional impact on students.” 
 Science teacher Glenn Mill-
er, head building representative 
at Sherwood for the Montgomery 
County Education Association 
(MCEA), said MCEA has not for-
mally discussed the issue or taken 
a firm stance but it is a hot topic, 
and most members believe that  
“local boards should be able to 
make calendar decisions.” Miller 
expects it will be discussed at the 
Maryland State Education Asso-
ciation (MSEA) conference later 
this month. 
 As a teacher, Miller has con-
cerns that a later start date means 
less instructional days prior to 
high stakes tests taken by students 
in the spring.  “Teachers feel the 
need to have as much time as we 
can to prepare our students.” 
    Uncertainty remains as to the  
installation of the order. In a 
Washington Post article, Adam 
Snyder, a lawyer in the Mary-
land attorney general’s office, 
hinted the executive order may 
have been out of line. “I cannot 
say unequivocally that the Labor 
Day executive order exceeds the 
Governor’s authority,” Snyder 
said, “but I believe it likely that a 
reviewing court, if presented with 
the issue, would conclude that it 
does.”

School Takes Steps To Stop Student Drinking

by Danielle Tobb ‘17

 According to The Washing-
ton Post in June, the Montgomery 
County Board of Education was 
to carry out an extensive review 
of policies this past summer in-
volving consequences for stu-
dents caught drinking alcohol at 
prom or other school-sponsored 
events. However, MCPS spokes-
person Harry Johnson said they 
have not yet made any official 
changes to regulations.
 The reported policy eval-
uation by MCPS stems from 
B-CC’s prom last year where six 
students were found consuming 
alcohol. Prior to prom, B-CC’s 
principal stressed that any student 
who violated the school’s alco-
hol-free policy would not be able 
to participate in commencement. 
After announcing the punishment 
for those students, the superinten-
dent at the time, Larry Bowers, 
reversed the ban.
 In the absence of clear MCPS 
guidelines for punishing students 
for alcohol-related offenses fol-
lowing this incident, Principal 
Bill Gregory recently decided to 
specify in Sherwood’s new Code 
of Conduct that a police referral 
for a student found under the in-
fluence “could result in a citation 
or an arrest depending upon the 
severity.” MCPS’s Code of Con-

duct includes police referrals as 
well, but this specific language is 
unique to Sherwood. The issuing 
of citations by police is not a new 
consequence at Sherwood, but it 
was spelled out more explicitly 
that it is a possible punishment in 
this year’s Code of Conduct.  
 The school’s objective to en-
sure that students found drinking 
at school-sponsored activities 
will be properly disciplined was 
evident at the first home football 
game at which many students 
noted a police presence. Accord-
ing to student witnesses, at least 
one student was issued a citation 
after being found under the influ-
ence of alcohol. 
 According to MCPS’s Code 
of Conduct, students under the 
influence of alcohol or found in 
possession of alcohol face any-
where from a Level 2 to a Level 4 
consequence. These consequenc-
es include and are not limited to 
peer mediation, In-School Inter-
ventions and Short-Term Suspen-
sions. 
 Whether or not these con-
sequences for students found 
drinking were a strong enough 
deterrent came into question at 
Sherwood’s latest prom when stu-
dents were rounded up by school 
security after being suspected of 
drinking prior to arriving at prom. 
Students reportedly were vom-

iting in the bathrooms. School 
security subsequently made the 
intoxicated students call their 
parents to pick them up. Gregory 
said those students were given In-
School Interventions, In-School 
Suspensions, or Out-Of-School 
Suspensions following prom, 
evaluated on a case-by-case basis. 
 Following Sherwood’s di-
lemma with teen drinking at 
prom, the PTSA made education 
on the consequences of underage 
drinking a priority this school 
year. “The PTSA has always been 
concerned with student safety 
and responsible behavior,” PTSA 
President Randall MacGill said. 
“The parents and teachers have 
been around long enough to have 
witnessed the consequences of 
underage drinking, either person-
ally or through close friends.” 
 To contribute to this goal, 
the PTSA is setting up programs 
that all students and parents are 
encouraged to attend in order to 
learn about the impact that drugs 
and alcohol have on one’s body 
and future. The first program is 
scheduled for before homecom-
ing on October 18 at 7:15 p.m. 
MCPD Officer Walburn has been 
invited to talk about teen alcohol 
and substance abuse. The PTSA 
will address the topic again in 
April prior to prom, according to 
MacGill.

 A student yells “Hillary for Prison!” in NSL. An-
other calls Trump an idiot for denying climate change 
during biology. In the middle of an immigration les-
son in Spanish, a third announces he’ll move to Cana-
da if either is elected. 
 Although politics stand with sex and religion as 
‘taboo’ social topics, chatter around the 2016 presi-
dential election has been seemingly inescapable these 
past 18 months; candidates’ faces grace the front 
page weekly, their campaign ads interrupt our fa-
vorite shows, and their names have grown nearly as 
common as prepositions in conversation. With Pew 
Research finding an unprecedented 89 percent of 
Americans viewing one or both candidates as ‘highly 
unfavorable,’ this isn’t hard to understand, but raises 
an important question: how do schools address this 
polarizing topic constructively?
 “I’ve asked teachers to respond like they would 

Inquirer.net

Actions follow underage drinking incidents and a lack of clarity on the consequences.
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Presidential Race Offers Teachable Moments
from ELECTION, pg.1

with anything [when politics 
arise]; with empathy, with sen-
sitivity, with making everyone 
feel welcome,” said Principal 
Bill Gregory in a general meeting 
with Sherwood teachers just be-
fore school started. He addressed 
handling the election and encour-
aged all to keep expressions of 
political opinions balanced and 
open to equal discussion.
 Spanish teacher Moira Ken-
yon echoed Gregory’s desire to 
avoid conflict and keep class fo-
cused on legal immigration rath-
er than its more controversial 
counterpart. She tries to detail the 
humanity of the issue, offering 
insight into the personal stories 
of lives affected by immigration, 
then pushes students to develop 
their own opinions. “My personal 
feelings aren’t the important part 
of the lesson,” said Kenyon. “The 
priority should be to educate and 
create an environment where stu-
dents feel comfortable enough to 
share and learn.”
 As her Spanish 5 class touch-
es heavily on illegal immigra-
tion, Tanya Aguilar advocates 
for teachers “sharing what they 

believe about the world and soci-
ety in general” without address-
ing specific political affiliations. 
She praises her students’ abilities 
to avoid conflict when the hotly 
contested issue arises in class, us-
ing their diverse backgrounds and 
beliefs to learn from one another 
and grow closer instead of pulling 
apart. 
 With classes like NSL, it 
is hard to imagine a lesson not 
mentioning the election. “We ab-
solutely love the teachable mo-
ments. We discuss the election 
daily. Students realize how living 
through history is so much more 
powerful than getting it second 
hand,” said AP NSL teacher Ai-
leen Woolley. Earlier this year, 
the AP NSL team switched the 
traditional order of units to corre-
spond better with current election 
events. An upcoming project has 
students test online to determine 
their personal ideologies and 
compare them to that of the can-
didates.
 As lessons cover topics like 
abortion and welfare, disagree-
ments are not uncommon. AP 
NSL teacher Scott Allen usually 
lets these play out on their own, 
the discussion almost always end-

ing positively. As long as insults 
stay out of it, Allen views this as 
enriching, real-world exposure to 
the diverse political perspectives 
that exist outside Sherwood’s 
walls. 
 Most teachers agree that the 
answer to avoiding polarizing de-
bate lies in establishing rules and 
expectations beforehand. This 
includes creating boundaries be-
tween personal attacks and con-
structive evaluation, and allow-
ing all to feel that their thoughts 
are valued. Generally, students 
shouldn’t be forced to share, and 
have the right to leave the discus-
sion if desired. “The classroom is 
not cable news!” said Allen. 
 While some opinions dif-
fer on the best way to mix poli-
tics and education, the majority 
agrees that this mixing is neces-
sary. Some argue that this artic-
ulation of complex ideas is the 
essence of learning, combining 
important life skills like research, 
persuasion, and critical thinking. 
“Young adults should be educated 
on decisions happening in their 
country. It’s something teachers 
need to work hard to do right, but 
it’s worth it. It’s their future,” said 
Kenyon.

FDA Passes Restrictions on Vaping
by Chase Wilson ‘17

 From 2011 to 2015, vap-
ing among high school students 
rose from 1.5 percent to 16 per-
cent, according to a study by the 
Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC). The spike in 
teen vaping was expectedly met 
by government countermeasures. 
The Food and Drug Administra-
tion (FDA) passed regulations 
that went into effect August 8  
containing restrictions that make 
buying vaporizers or vape acces-
sories harder for teens, in addition 
to cracking down on manufactur-
ing and sales of e-juice, the mix-
ture to the customer’s discretion 
of vegetable glycerin (VG), pro-
pylene glycol (PG), flavorings 
and liquid nicotine. 
 Within the new regulations, 
the FDA mandates that no shop 
sell to minors, which in most cas-
es was already state law. Howev-

er, the federal regulations bar vape 
shops from letting minors sample 
their flavors for free. Since there 
is no reason for minors to be in 
the shop at all after these regula-
tions, a majority of vape shops do 
not let shoppers through the door 
without identification. 
 A restriction on all products 
made after August 8 means that 
vape shops that used to be able 
to mix their own juices must 
now go through a long, expen-
sive process to register with the 
FDA before the products can hit 
shelves. Shops are banned from 
assembling customers’ personal 
vapes, which has many people in 
the industry worried; without the 
guidance of an experienced vape 
user, the instances of injury or 
worse due to improper use of the 
electronics are expected to rise. 
 The vaping industry, which 
was estimated at a worth of a 
whopping $3.7 billion last year, 

could fizzle under the pressure 
of these regulations. Many small 
vape shops have already volun-
tarily closed down and most of 
the ones still open are trying to 
find ways to adapt to the disrup-
tion of the market.
 Banned from shops, teens 
have found a way around the 
regulations by ordering products 
online. “It’s just easier to buy 
online. There’s no face-to-face 
transaction and no real risk,” said 
a senior who currently vapes. 
 Shops on the Internet like 
Ecig.com and Vapordirect.com 
offer a multitude of flavors; some 
targeting smokers trying to quit, 
like a tobacco flavor, and oth-
er juices targeting people with 
a sweeter palette, like one made 
to taste like a juice box. There 
are also options for controlling 
the proportions of PG and VG 
and the amount of nicotine in the 
juice.

‘King’ and ‘Queen’ Eliminated 
From B-CC Homecoming

by Lexi Paidas ‘17

 B-CC is starting a new homecoming tradition this year; there will 
be no king or queen categories when voting for homecoming court. 
Students will instead nominate each other by writing down two names 
of people that they believe represent the values of the school. The 
victorious candidates will then be honored at the homecoming dance. 
Winners will be asked before their crowing whether or not they would 
like to be crowned as a “king” or a “queen.”
 This new tradition was put into place after a 4 to 1 vote by the 
B-CC school-wide SGA. “It provides an opportunity for all students 
to be involved in something that was exclusionary. It is really not our 
job, especially with a gender-neutral and transgender population at 
B-CC, to tell people that boys have to be kings and girls have to be 
queens. Who are we to put people into those categories?” Jacob Rains, 
president of the SGA, said. This change creates the possibility of hav-
ing two winners of the same gender, a transgender student or a tradi-
tional boy-girl pair win.
 B-CC has an active LGBT club called Spectrum and has made 
other changes in alliance with transgender students such as creating 
a gender-neutral bathroom on the third floor of the school. Many 
schools, including Sherwood, are doing away with the tradition of 
distributing different colored graduation robes to students on the basis 
of gender and are instead opting to give out only one robe color for all 
students, regardless of gender, to wear. 

The Sherwood App Plugs 
Students In
by Jonathan Chang ‘17

 The Sherwood SGA recently released a new app for students to 
use, filled with features that will help all students stay up to date on the 
latest school news and information.
 “It’s a success in the making,” said SGA Vice President Caitlin 
Deerin. The app will, if used as intended, “increase communication 
between the students and [the SGA],” she added, noting that features 
such as the bell schedule and news reminders will be convenient for 
students.
  Features of the app include a main menu with news about upcom-
ing events such as pep rallies, senior parent night, and the fall musical. 
It also includes tabs to access the bell schedule, Edline, Naviance, 
and the school website with other options allowing students to access 
information on sports, clubs, and parent news. In addition, users can 
utilize the app’s notification features to have school-related news pop-
up on their phone, and the app provides communication to the SGA 
with options to email them, call them, or access their Twitter and In-
stagram accounts. The app is still in its beginning stages, but updates 
are expected to come regularly in the future. It is currently available 
in the Apple store for free.

Suspect Identified in 
Assault of Teen

by Kayla Cohen ‘17

 A suspect has been identified and interviewed regarding the sex-
ual assault of a teenage girl on September 15 while she walked near 
Route 108 in the Sandy Spring area. The victim returned to her home 
after the assault and told her parents of the incident; she then went to 
the hospital where she received medical treatment. Detectives from 
the Special Victims Investigations Division are continuing the investi-
gation, and have determined that the assault was not a random act. As 
of last week, the State’s Attorney’s Office was reviewing the facts of 
the case.
 To protect the victim’s privacy, the police have not identified 
which school the student attends. Parents of all Sherwood students 
were notified of the assault in the late afternoon on September 16 via a 
Connect Ed message to their homes. A follow-up email was sent home 
four days later on September 20, and it contained an attached letter 
about the incident. 

The FDA recently enacted new regulations prohibiting the sale of vaporizors or vape accessories to minors.

gizmodo.com
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Application  Apprehension: College Questions Answered

The Essay

Tip:
   Show the admissions of-
ficers who you are, and how you would 
contribute to their school. The worst 
thing you can do is try to become some 
person that you think they’re looking 
for, or give them an answer you think 
they “want” to hear.

Tricks:

“Start really early, and edit, 
edit, edit!”

-Sarah Falcigno ‘17

“Show, don’t tell.” 
-Jack Rubin ‘17

“I try to write my essays as if 
they were just stories.”  

-Andrew Gross ‘17

Tip:
   Pick teachers who know 
you best, not only as a student, but as 
a person. You should ask a teacher who 
can provide the best insight on your per-
sonality as well as how you perform in a 
classroom setting. That being said, it’s 
always a good idea to make connections 
with your teachers early on, because you 
might need them when it comes time to 
apply for college.

Tricks:

“Ask someone who you think 
can say something meaningful.” 

-Alex Olsen ‘17

“Teachers who have seen you 
grow as a person [and] helped 

you overcome obstacles.”
-Serena Mlawsky ‘17

The Letters The School

Tip:
   Make sure you apply to at 
least one “safety school” (one that you’re 
very confident you’ll get into), one 50/50 
school where you have a pretty good shot 
at being admitted, and one “reach school” 
where you might fall at the bottom of the 
GPA and test score range. Also, be sure 
to get a holistic view of the school before 
you apply. Visit in person or online. 

Tricks:

“Three big questions: Where 
is it? How much? How big? If 
you like the answers, you’ll 

like the school.”
-Kinsey Ronan ‘17

“Visit the school and try to en-
vision if you can see yourself 

there.”
-Genevieve Zillich ‘17

-Compiled by Naomi Lawrence ‘17
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Sandy Spring Area Crowded with New Construction
by Leah Peloff ‘18

 The Sandy Spring/Ashton 
area continues to see a significant 
amount of development. The lot 
adjacent to Sherwood has been 
completely cleared and is cur-
rently ready for construction. A 
CVS Pharmacy has been built 
on the corner of 108 and New 
Hampshire Avenue, and plans are 
brewing to finally tear down the 
rundown and abandoned site that 
was formerly the restaurant Sol 
D’ Italia.
  The news of these up and 
coming developments has caused 
many heads to turn as Sandy 
Spring has been a historically 
small town which prides itself 
on its rural feel. In 1980, an act 
was passed with the purpose of 
maintaining the aesthetic of the 
historic town. It was upheld in 
1998 when another piece of leg-
islation passed which proposed 
a small cluster of developments 
as opposed to large-lot residen-
tial development. In addition, 
the legislation suggested ways to 
maintain open, rural spaces in the 
small town.
   By stark contrast, the new 
efforts to build up Sandy Spring 
and Ashton have directly opposed 
the spirit of these previous acts. 
A movement was proposed back 
in 2006 to build a 97,000 square 

foot mega mall on the corner of 
108 and New Hampshire, but this 
was hastily shot down by local 
citizens who did not favor such 
urbanization of their small town. 
It was eventually settled to forget 

The CVS Pharmacy in Ashton has been constructed on the corner of Route 108 and New Hampshire Avenue.

the idea of the mall and build a 
large CVS instead. Many Ashton 
residents were still not content, 
but it did not cause nearly as 
much controversy.
 Similarly, Fred Boyd, a lead 

member of the Montgomery 
County Planning Department, 
shared that the property just west 
of Sherwood now belongs to Ol-
ive Branch Community Church. 
Approvals of this place of wor-

ship date back to 2012 or 2013 
even though construction just be-
gan in the past year. There is cur-
rently not a set date on when this 
church will be completed.
 As for the space that was Sol 
D’ Italia, a meeting was held on 
September 13 at the fire station 
for the purpose of discussing a 
possible plan for the area current-
ly only serving as an eyesore. The 
plan calls for a restaurant with 
outdoor seating, some townhous-
es and apartments, retail space, 
and a parking lot. According to an 
article written by Judith Hruz in 
The Greater Olney News, the plan 
also calls for the bordering road 
to be widened, hopefully com-
pensating for the increased traffic 
flow that will result from several 
new developments. 
 “Projects whose peak hour 
trips increase congestion beyond 
the volumes set for an intersection 
will be required to make improve-
ments designed to enable the 
intersection to function as well 
as it did before the project was 
proposed,” said Boyd. The plan 
is still in early stages and devel-
opment is not likely to begin until 
2018.  
 The bottom line is that the 
community will continue to see 
development of the Sandy Spring 
area; for better or for worse and 
whether we want it or not.

Debate Briefs Stir Resentment
by Christopher Sung ‘17

 It was not his first debate, 
but it would be his last. From the 
first speech, his opponents be-
gan listing facts and statistics in 
quick succession, preventing him 
from giving any strong rebuttals 
or any opportunity to develop his 
own case. This was followed by 
a punishing crossfire that left him 
stumbling and mumbling for an 
eloquent retort. By debate stan-
dards, Mathiyan Zewdie’s final 
debate was an utter massacre, 
and it would seem that hours of 
self-preparation by the former 
debate participant had amount-
ed to nothing. Yet what Zewdie, 
now a senior, did not know after 
his stinging defeat was that the 
plethora of convincing arguments 
made by his opponents were not, 
most likely, their own. 
 In law, briefs refer to legal 
documents that enumerate argu-
ments for why a particular party 
should prevail. In debate, briefs 
refer to premade research pack-
ets that include statistics and ar-
guments on a specific topic of 
contention. These debate briefs 
are often made by private debate 
institutes and are sold to students 
for yearly subscriptions that can 
amount to as much as $180. 
 On the day of his losing de-
bate, there is a good chance that 
Zewdie’s opponents were utiliz-
ing these debate briefs. Many of 
the biggest debate teams in the 
county, such as Blair, regularly 
utilize these resources for meets. 
 Undoubtedly, debate briefs 
are a powerful resource. An annu-
al brief subscription can eliminate 
hours of tedious independent re-

search for busy students. Howev-
er, the cost of such subscriptions 
often make these resources avail-
able to only schools with enough 
funds. While Zewdie’s opponents 
probably came from a school that 
could afford briefs, Zewdie was 
a member of a small debate team 
that was already struggling to find 
adequate funding for regular de-
bate participation dues.
 “It’s an unethical practice that 
marginalizes our students,” said 
ESOL teacher Anne Gallahan, 
Sherwood’s debate team spon-
sor. “Are case briefs destroying 
the notion of fair play in debate? 
Yes, they are. Because only a few 
teams can afford case briefs, all of 
the other debate teams that can’t 
afford this resource are at a disad-
vantage.” 
 The frustration was not lim-
ited to Gallahan. Senior Ritesh 
Edwards, who debated compet-
itively during his freshman and 
sophomore years, gave up his 
involvement in student debate 
after learning about the use of 
case briefs by other schools in the 
county.
 “The main reason I left after 
several successful meets was that 
I found out a number of schools 
in the county were using resourc-
es that gave them an unfair advan-
tage,” said Edwards. “I felt that it 
wasn’t worth my time debating 
schools that clearly had an unfair 
advantage over other students 
who actually did diligent re-
search. Those students with briefs 
had all of the cards, and those 
without briefs didn’t.”

by Maya Koeppen ‘17

 Students have heard the sto-
ries of school systems banning 
books for having “provocative” 
themes, explicit language and 
other content deemed inappro-
priate. On some college campus-
es nationwide, some argue that 
censorship has taken the form of 
trigger warnings and safe spaces, 
resulting in a flood of support and 
criticism, from students and fac-
ulty alike. 
 Controversy arose this Au-
gust when the University of Chi-
cago sent out an administrative 
letter to incoming freshman de-
nouncing the use of such practic-
es at the start of the school year. 
In the letter, the school’s dean, 
John Ellison, voices the institu-
tion’s commitment to “freedom 
of inquiry and expression” as well 
as noting that the campus will not 
revoke an invited guest on the 
basis of their topic. The school’s 
faculty later countered the dean’s 
statement with their own letter to 
students, in which they criticize 
efforts to prohibit trigger warn-
ings, and the debate still remains 
as to where schools should draw 
the line between protecting their 
students and hindering academic 
freedom. 
 Trigger warnings first found 
their origin on social media sites 
such as Twitter and Tumblr as 
a way to alert users of potential 

Safe Spaces Trigger Concerns 
Around Intellectual Freedoms

exposure to undesirable content. 
The warnings initially served to 
prevent victims of traumatic inci-
dents or users suffering from se-
vere mental illnesses from being 
upset or “triggered” by the site’s 
content. It was not until trigger 
warnings found their way into 
college syllabi, that the definition 
of the warnings began to take on a 
much broader meaning.  Follow-
ing increasing student demand, 
educational institutions took to 
the practice and expanded it to 
apply to students who may be 
negatively impacted by sexism, 
classism or other possibly offen-
sive beliefs.
 What one defines as a safe 
space depends on who you ask. 
Despite a fuzzy definition, the cre-
ation of such spaces is often found 
in correlation with the growing 
presence of minority groups on 
college campuses today. They are 
commonly described as a place 
in which like-minded individuals 
can have intellectual conversation 
without the fear of having to de-
fend or explain themselves to oth-
ers unnecessarily. 
 English resource teacher 
Shelley Jackson has addressed 
sensitive topics in her classes 
and worries that the mandating of 
such practices will put up a bar-
rier between students and their 
education. “My fear with those 
things is that we are opening up 
a world where anytime somebody 

hears something they don’t want 
to hear or don’t agree with, they 
feel entitled not to have to hear it 
and that’s trouble in a lot of cas-
es,” said Jackson. 
 Advocates for the use of 
trigger warnings and safe spaces 
believe they are crucial to en-
suring all students regardless of 
race, sexual orientation and gen-
der have a comfortable learning 
environment. Without them, pro-
ponents fear that schools will be-
gin to foster feelings of mistrust 
among those impacted. Mean-
while, staunch opponents to the 
practices argue that they only hurt 
educators and students in the long 
run by halting any means of in-
tellectual progress, and intruding 
upon free speech rights in the pro-
cess. 
 “Honestly, I feel like educa-
tion should make us all a little un-
comfortable,”said Jackson. 
  Jen Cort, a former middle 
school principal of Sandy Spring 
Friends School, works to make 
schools more harmonious and 
safe for students. As an advocate 
for student freedom, she believes 
that it is best when a teacher es-
tablishes a mutual bond with their 
students in which they feel com-
fortable addressing their issues 
with the curriculum on an indi-
vidual basis. “It is more about let-
ting kids know there’s a resource 
and we [as teachers] are here to 
help you,” said Cort. 

Sung is a member of the 
Sherwood Debate Team.

Trigger warnings are a current controversy in high school and college classrooms due 
to students’ sensitivity to material that may make them feel uncomfortable or offended. 

Kayla Cohen ‘17
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New Superintendent Addresses the 
Growing Gap in Student Opportunity
by Alex Nnabue ‘18

 Jack Smith, who began his 
term in July as the new superin-
tendent of MCPS, has staked the 
success of his tenure on shrinking  
the county’s achievement gap, or 
“opportunity” gap, as he refers to 
it.
 MCPS’s previous core strate-
gies for addressing the gap include 
academic rigor, proper funding, 
qualified employees, commu-
nity engagement, and continu-
ous dedication to improvement. 
However, the county has not seen 
much progress in fixing the dis-
parities in academic performance 
between whites and Asians com-
pared to blacks and Hispanics. 
Also, wealthier schools continue 
to lead impoverished schools in 
performance, creating a school 
system with glaring inequalities 
based on socio-economic class 
and race.
 During an August interview 
with MCPS Board of Education 
President Michael Durso, Smith 
commented that when his term is 
over, he would like to see MCPS, 
“maintain the excellent levels of 
achievement ... then increase the  
equity and excellence for all stu-
dents.”
 He proposed many ways the 
county can reach these goals and 
improvement already by the end 
of this school year. This includes  
a wide range of internal assess-

ments or quizzes that check class-
rooms and schools, along with 
external assessments such as AP, 
PARCC, and SATs. Smith also 
discussed ways that faculty can 
adjust their approach to teaching 
in order for all students to benefit 
and participate while decreasing 
class sizes in areas suffering from 
poverty. Smith, who is pushing 
towards increased graduation 
rates, believes it is critical for el-
ementary and middle school stu-
dents to get the foundation they 
need in order to be successful in 
high school and life after gradua-
tion.
 The opportunity gap is a na-
tionwide issue and Smith hopes 
MCPS and other counties will ef-
fectively tackle it this year. MCPS 

was granted a $2.5 billion budget 
for the school year with about $38 
million going towards closing the 
gap and reducing class sizes.
 Smith began his term July 1 
and was appointed to be the new 
superintendent in February. This 
ended the year-long search and 
Larry Bower’s position as interim 
superintendent after Joshua Starr 
resigned. Smith is very experi-
enced, as he was most recently 
Maryland’s superintendent of 
schools. In addition, he is a for-
mer teacher, principal, and su-
perintendent of Calvert County 
Schools. During August and Sep-
tember, Smith traveled in MCPS 
delivery trucks to see schools and 
introduce himself to the commu-
nity.

Sherwood Has New Goals for 
Academic Cultural Proficiency

by Josh Averbach ‘18

 Mirroring MCPS’s goal 
to reduce the achievement 
gap, Sherwood has begun the 
year with a renewed focus on 
goals similar to those present-
ed by Superintendent Jack  
Smith. Every year, Sherwood’s 
administration creates a docu-
ment called a School Improve-
ment Plan (SIP) that summariz-
es the school’s main objectives 
and the measures that will be 
taken to meet these goals. This 
year’s SIP contains two main 
areas for the school to focus 
on: instruction and cultural pro-
ficiency.
 Cultural proficiency, ac-
cording to Principal Bill Greg-
ory, means “understanding 
and embracing the values and 
beliefs of each student in our 
community.” He believes that 
by improving in this area, the 
school can create positive re-
lationships which encourage 
learning. 
 In practice, cultural profi-
ciency often refers to closing 
the “achievement gap,” a dis-
crepancy in academic perfor-
mance between white students 
and minorities, especially 
blacks and Latinos. This year, 

the administration has taken a 
number of steps to reduce the 
achievement gap. 
 The Minority Scholars 
Program (MSP) is one of Sher-
wood’s significant and recent 
ventures in its efforts to reduce 
the achievement gap. Start-
ing in 2005 at Walter Johnson, 
MSP has since spread to mul-
tiple MCPS schools, including 
Sherwood. The program, which 
is inclusive to all students, en-
gages in a number of activities, 
including peer-to-peer tutoring, 
college visits, and hosting guest 
speakers. All of these activities 
are conducted with the overar-
ching goal of creating a more 
equitable school.
 The achievement gap has 
been prominent on the school’s 
docket for a significant amount 
of time. Indeed, cultural profi-
ciency was a main point of last 
year’s SIP. While raw data may 
not reflect it yet, Gregory be-
lieves that significant progress 
is being made on the problem. 
He says that the administration 
has already laid the ground-
work for substantial progress 
through initiatives such as the 
Minority Scholars Program and 
also by raising awareness on 
the prevalent topic. 

Jack Smith, the new superintendent of MCPS, started on the job in July.

SHS administration reflects MCPS’s goals to close the 
acheivement gap and improve cultural proficiency.

montgomeryschoolsmd.org
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 This school year, most of the 
English teachers have been given 
their own cart of Google Chrome-
books, low-cost laptop and tablet 
hybrids, to enhance learning. Yet, 
the Chromebooks have received 
mixed feelings from students 
in the past. For instance, during 
PARCC testing, test-takers com-
plained that the devices were a 
hassle to use and a waste of mon-
ey. 
 These opinions, however, 
did not sway MCPS’s decision to 
spend around $2 million on mod-
ernizing school technology, add-
ing to the 40,000 Chromebooks 
purchased previously. Aside from 
a few student complaints, many 
teachers are excited to see the ef-
fects these gadgets will have on 
the classroom. 
 “[Chromebooks] makes re-
search so much easier. It allows 
for mixed media presentations, 
and that’s fabulous,” explained 
the English Resource teacher 
Shelley Jackson. Students should 
expect to use the Chromebooks 
fairly often, “at least a couple 
times a week. In the nature of an 
English class, students are always 
going to have a writing assign-
ment to work with.”
 Now that every English 
classroom has its own cart of 
Chromebooks, students will be 
able to work on assignments 
much more efficiently. In the past, 
teachers would have to sign up in 
advance to borrow a cart from the 
Media Center, severely limiting 
the amount of time students were 
able to use them. 
 “Chromebooks are absolute-

ly beneficial, partly for the sake of 
scheduling. All of the tenth grad-
ers would do the research paper at 
the same time. It’s difficult to try 
and find the lab time and the me-
dia center time to get in what you 
need. So this solves that problem 
completely,” added  English 10 
teacher Christiane Lock. 
 Even though Chromebooks 
have more efficiently permitted 
students to work on written as-
signments during class time, the 
benefit of increasing the amount 
of technology in the classroom is 
less clear to educators. 
 “All the research shows that 
people comprehend what they 
read better on paper, than when 
they read something from a 
screen of any kind. Is that to say 
that we should never read on a 
screen? Obviously not, but it re-
quires balance. I think peoples’ 
writing skills get worse when 
they’re reading everything [off of 
a screen] and just printing things 
off,” said Jackson.
 While expanding technology 
in education is very exciting, its 
impact on our higher level think-
ing remains a concern. The long-
term effects of using technology 
too much are still being discov-
ered.
 “Every medium has its 
strengths and weaknesses... the 
Internet may develop impressive 
visual intelligence, [but] the cost 
seems to be deep processing: 
mindful knowledge acquisition, 
inductive analysis, critical think-
ing, imagination, and reflection,” 
explained developmental psy-
chologist Patricia Greenfield in 
an article for the Science maga-
zine.

Technology’s Role in 
Schooling  Expands 

by Shawn Yaftali ‘17

Student Successfully Transitions from 
Homeschooling to Life in Public School

 Three summers ago, instead 
of doing something fun, she was 
enrolled in online college litera-
ture classes, read the classics for 
fun, and dabbled in art history on 
the side. Was 12 year-old Shay 
Johnson crazy? A genius? Or sim-
ply living the life of the typical 
homeschooler?
 Johnson, now a sophomore, 
never thought much of her un-
orthodox education early on, sim-
ply taking after her three older 
siblings. Her mother decided to 
teach her children herself after re-
alizing how much she missed her 
first child while she was away at 
public school; the rest was histo-
ry. Before Johnson was four, her 
building blocks were swapped for 
activity books and lessons from 
mom, and she delighted in soak-
ing up knowledge nearly con-
stantly.
 “Everything was great for 
a while; I studied what I wanted 
when I wanted, without limits or 
hindering. I never had a strict dai-
ly schedule. I was a free bird and 
I ran with my possibilities,” said 
Johnson, as she recalls reading 
and painting constantly simply 
because she enjoyed them. “I’m a 
huge art nut. I loved starting and 
ending my day with books on old 
painters or projects like finger-
printing.”
 This freedom let Johnson 
march to the beat of her own 
drum, but it also came with a 
price. Favoring some subjects 
over others meant she would of-

ten simultaneously be enrolled in 
three or more different grade lev-
els, working tirelessly to maintain 
this balancing act. While power-
ing ahead in her college-level En-
glish in eighth grade, she was still 
making her way through sixth 
grade math. Moreover, Johnson 
struggled to feel a sense of nor-
malcy as she aged.
 “By my high school years, 
I was lonely, unsure if my aca-
demic achievements were valid, 
insecure about my intelligence… 
I loved studying and never had 
time to make friends my age. I 
often hung out with adults. Since 
they were all smarter than me, I 
felt very divergent. I wanted con-
firmation that the things I knew 
and didn’t know were normal or 
even better than it,” Johnson said.  
 When she asked her mom to 

start public school last year, the 
‘yes’ response gave Johnson in-
stant gratification. “Everything 
was way easier than I was used 
to, especially with a schedule to 
keep me on track. And just by 
seeing them every day, I made 
more friends in a year than in my 
lifetime,” Johnson confessed. 
  “Overall, homeschooling is 
the best thing to happen to me. It 
made me the vivacious and kind 
person people know today,” John-
son concluded. She recommends 
the practice more for young stu-
dents, as she believes high school 
provides a necessary transition 
period to college, but encourages 
all to keep an open mind  .“Ho-
meschooling is all about person-
ality and becoming an individual. 
And sometimes, everyone needs a 
little  of that.”

Magnet Programs Under 
Fire for Racial Disparities 
by Katherine Sperduto ‘19

 Critics of Montgomery Coun-
ty’s selective magnet programs 
are demanding reforms that will 
increase the numbers of black 
and Hispanic students. The con-
troversy over the programs comes 
after a report published in March 
and delivered to the MCPS Board 
of Education concluded, “There 
are significant racial and socio-
economic disparities in the en-
rollment and acceptance rates to 
academically selective programs, 
which suggest a need to revise 
the criteria and process used to 
select students for these programs 
to eliminate barriers to access for 
highly able students of all back-
grounds.”
 The New York City-based 
research firm Metis found that 
for selective magnet schools at 
the MCPS high school level, the 
acceptance rate for whites was 
45 percent, compared with 39 
percent for Asians, 23 percent 
for Hispanics, and 19 percent 
for African Americans. Only 11 
percent of low-income students 
are accepted to the programs. En-
rollment in the district’s elemen-

tary centers for the highly gifted 
was 47-percent white, 34-percent 
Asian, 8-percent African Amer-
ican, 8-percent low-income and 
4-percent Latino in the 2013-
2014 school year. 
 Acceptance into an MCPS 
magnet school is not easy. For 
example, at Montgomery Blair’s 
science, math, and computer sci-
ence program, the criteria used to 
determine candidates are teacher 
recommendations, written state-
ments from students, previous 
grades, coursework, and test 
scores. Another competitive mag-
net program is Richard Montgom-
ery’s international baccalaureate 
diploma program, which uses the 
same criteria to determine their 
candidates as Montgomery Blair 
plus the candidates’ ability to 
meet the high standard academic 
requirements and to handle rigor-
ous pre-university classes.
 The reasons for the racial 
inequities in MCPS magnet pro-
grams, however, are more com-
plex than students meeting stan-
dards for acceptance. According 
to the report, the majority of 
families are unaware of the exis-
tence of these programs. Many of 

these families tend to be low-in-
come, either black or Hispanic, 
or reside in low-income areas of 
Montgomery County. “There are 
great inequities in terms of ac-
cess. The majority of our families 
don’t even know these programs 
exists,” stated Diego Uriburu, co-
chair of the Montgomery County 
Latino Advocacy Coalition, in 
The Washington Post.
 In the report, Metis recom-
mended that in order to better 
achieve equal access and excel-
lence throughout these magnet 
programs, MCPS should develop 
new strategies for communicat-
ing and sharing information with 
hard-to-reach families by offering 
other materials and information in 
other languages besides English. 
The report also recommended 
that MCPS reach out more to 
families at community events or 
locations.
 Another solution that was 
proposed in the report is to mod-
ify the selection process used for 
many academically competitive 
programs within MCPS to focus 
on applicants that show the ca-
pacity to thrive by not including 
the use of cognitive criteria.

by Lexi Matthews ‘18

Shay Johnson (right) and classmate mix glaze in Studio Art 2A.  

Current sophomores use the new Chromebooks in their English classes.

Easier access to Chromebooks in schools provides 
benefits, but questions remain about effect on learning. 

Kayla Cohen ‘17
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 Within the last decade, sev-
eral alternative learning opportu-
nities have emerged as more effi-
cient, practical ways of teaching 
students outside of the traditional 
classroom setting. The 21st cen-
tury has seen the emergence of 
online schools, wholly dedicat-
ed to giving students a complete 
education without ever requiring 
them to step out their front door. 
 With the growing popularity 
of online learning programs, stu-
dents have begun to experiment 
with dual enrollment, or being 
enrolled in both a public or pri-
vate education as well as an on-
line one. Within Montgomery 
County, Montgomery College 
(MC) offers programs for high 
school students that provide them 
with educational experience not 
available at a secondary level. 
 A few of the major reasons 
behind students engaging in a 
dual enrollment education are to 
lower the tuition of their eventual 
college, and to shorten the time 
they need to spend in  a classroom 
after they graduate high school. 
Courses offered by MC range in 
cost, but are almost always sub-
stantially less per course than the 
traditional versions of the cours-
es.
 Additionally, students are 
able get required college courses 
out of the way so that they don’t 
need to waste time taking them 
when they do attend traditional 
college, if that is the path they 
choose. This allows them to enter 
the workforce and begin special-
izing in their professional field 
earlier.

 In specific cases, when a 
course is not offered at the high 
school level, students can take 
MC courses online in order to 
continue to receive credit to ful-
fill graduation requirements. In 
the past, for example, Sherwood 
students have taken advantage of 
this resource by necessity, when 
they have completed all of the 
courses that MCPS high schools 
offer when it comes to mathemat-
ics. Of course, these students are 
all still enrolled in Sherwood, and 
they take the rest of their normal 
courses in the classroom. Howev-
er, they are also technically en-
rolled as students of MC, as they 
are taking classes through the 
school as well.
 The design of the courses 
are often such that there are no 
“classes” of students, meaning 

that one has no idea who is doing 
the same assignments and taking 
the same examinations along with 
them as the course progresses. 
This is typical of an online learn-
ing  environment, a scenario in 
which the content is directed to-
ward each and every student on 
their own. One must understand 
when taking a course like this, 
the personalized concept implies 
an absence of peers to help with 
work when things don’t make 
sense, but also the opportunity to 
focus completely on one’s own 
learning without distraction.
 The dual enrollment learn-
ing style is a unique one in that 
there is an individual aspect, and 
a collaborative aspect, allowing a 
student to experience both class-
room learning and the nontradi-
tional online experience. 

Dual Enrollment Lets Students 
Get an Early Start on College 
by Lucy Kuchma ‘18

NC Program Allows 
Gifted Students To 
Start College Early
by Josh Averbach ‘18

 High school students at Sher-
wood and across the country 
work exceedingly hard to posi-
tion themselves well for college 
applications. This is not new 
news. A group of gifted students 
in North Carolina, however, have 
put themselves in another strato-
sphere of academic rigor. These 
students attend the Early College 
at Guilford College, which US 
News recently ranked as the 23rd 
best high school in the nation, 
and America’s second-best high 
school for science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics 
(STEM). 
 Guilford College, a small 
liberal arts school in Greensboro, 
North Carolina, is home to an 
“Early College” program for ex-
ceptionally talented and motivat-
ed high school students. 
 According to the Guilford 
College school website, most stu-
dents take honors and AP courses 
during their freshman and sopho-
more years. 
 These first two years provide 
students with a far more rigorous 
program than they would get at a 
traditional high school, as the av-
erage student takes about five AP 
classes.  
 After these first two years, 
students complete another two 
years of undergraduate courses. 
Because of this unique academic 
structure, students can finish with 
two years worth of college credits 
from Guilford College, and can 
enroll at Guilford or elsewhere as 

a junior in college. The students 
live at home, as it is a non-resi-
dential program. 
 Early College at Guilford is 
available only to exceptionally 
gifted students. Indeed, its accep-
tance rate is a measly 22 percent.  
 In comparison, the Universi-
ties of California, Berkeley and 
Los Angeles are the only public 
universities in America with low-
er acceptance rates. In part due 
to this exclusiveness, Guilford’s 
early college program is a small 
one, with just under 200 students 
enrolled. Its student body is con-
siderably diverse, as it contains a 
majority-minority student body, 
and about a tenth of its members 
come from economic disadvan-
tages. 
 Guilford’s program seeks 
to give students a leg up in their 
pursuit of higher education. This 
is evidenced by its virtually per-
fect graduation rate. In 2015, 
Guilford’s test takers averaged a 
whopping 1490 SAT score. Ac-
cording to the College Board, this 
puts the average Guilford Early 
College SAT score in the 97th or 
98th percentile. 
 The total annual tuition for 
this program is roughly $14,000 
a year. However, all accepted 
students may apply for financial 
aid. 
 While Guilford’s program is  
more expensive than the vast ma-
jority of high schools, it should be 
noted that many colleges, which 
the program seeks to emulate, 
cost a similar amount in order to 
attend. 

Firsthand Account of Sherwood vs. Good Counsel
 Every morning, many Sher-
wood students drive past Good 
Counsel, wondering what every-
day life is like at that school on 
the hill. Well, I went there for a 
year and may have your answer. 
The pretty, newly built private 
school of Our Lady of Good 
Counsel, built in its current loca-
tion of Olney in 2008, was a big 
change from the older, rundown 
public schools that I attended 
throughout elementary and mid-
dle school. Everyone has differ-
ent reasons for choosing which 
school they will attend; my de-
cision was mainly influenced by 
sports.
    Good Counsel is a part of the 
WCAC, one of the most competi-
tive leagues in the D.C. metropol-
itan area. I was fortunate enough 
to make varsity basketball as a 
freshman at Good Counsel and 
had a great experience playing 
on the team. By the end of that 
school year, however, I had de-
cided that the school was not the 
best place for me. 
 Good Counsel students are 
easily recognizable around Olney 
in their navy blue shirts and beige 

pants or skirts. Surprisingly, I was 
excited about wearing a school 
uniform because it was some-
thing different, but that did not 
last long. The other clothes you 
have purchased seem like a waste 
of money because they never get 
used. In addition to the uniform, 
the lack of freedom of style was 
also evident with the strict rules 
regarding the length of the skirts. 
 Although the clothing re-
quirements make the school ap-

pear more rigorous, inside the 
classroom Good Counsel and 
Sherwood academics match up 
evenly. I have found no difference 
in the difficulty or the amount of 
homework load between Sher-
wood and Good Counsel. A pos-
itive for Good Counsel is that the 
school offers AP and IB courses 
to receive college credit, whereas 
Sherwood only offers AP cours-
es. Good Counsel also requires 
students to take four years of re-

ligion and attend the school-wide 
masses that occur every couple 
months. 
 As most know, Sherwood has 
seven classes every day for 47 
minutes at a time. Good Coun-
sel has a block schedule, which 
means that there are only four 
classes a day, each about an hour 
and a half. I found this to be help-
ful because it helps prepare stu-
dents for college where there are 
lengthier classes that only meet a 

couple days a week.
 My biggest pet peeve about 
Good Counsel is how the school 
runs the lunch program. Although 
lunch is provided with tuition that 
provides a variety of good meals, 
there is only a 25-percent chance 
you will have lunch with your 
friends because there are four 
separate lunch periods based on 
your third period class. Because 
of the challenging courses I took 
previously at public school, I was 
placed in more advanced class-
es with upperclassman at Good 
Counsel, which meant I did not 
have lunch with my friends. 
 Ultimately, Good Counsel 
was a not a good fit for me. Al-
though the basketball was more 
advanced than at Sherwood, the 
social component was a deciding 
factor for me to transfer. There 
were not a lot of opportunities at 
Good Counsel to meet new peo-
ple as a freshman, which made it 
difficult to find a friend group. I 
ended up finding a friend group, 
who I still keep in touch with to-
day, but I did not see any reason 
to pay that much money to go to 
that high school when going to 
Sherwood was free, and is just as 
good if not better.

by Amanda Allen ‘17

Senior Amanda Allen has a dual-perspective after transferring from Good Counsel to Sherwood.

In order to be admitted in the 
Dual Enrollment program at MC, one 

must meet each of the following requirements:

•Have completed their sophomore year.

•Provide some form of a Transcript or evidence 
that they are capable of doing all that is asked of 
them at the higher educational level.

•Have a cumulative 2.75 unweighted GPA at the 
end of sophomore year.

•Have taken all of prerequisite courses for the 
courses they enroll in.

•Have parent/guardian approval.

•Attain a signature from the principal of the 
high school.

Maya Koeppen ‘17
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Child Development Offers Internship Opportunities
by Lauren MacFadden ‘17

 Many high school students 
struggle to figure out what they 
might want to do for a career after 
college. To help students consider 
their options for the future, Sher-
wood has multiple programs fo-
cusing on fields such as medicine, 
engineering, and teaching.  
 The teaching program is 
completed through the child de-
velopment course taught by Beth 
Bonita where kids ages four to 
five are taught by Sherwood stu-
dents.
 As part of the course, stu-
dents get the opportunity to plan 
lessons outlined by the Mont-
gomery County preschool cur-
riculum, observe the children, 
and teach in a two-day rotation. 
Students are eligible to receive 
the Maryland state 90-hour cer-
tification if they keep a portfolio 
of the activities they did with the 
kids in Child Development I and 
II. High school students are also 
given the opportunity to intern at 
an elementary school and act as a 
student teacher. Most students are 
unaware of the benefits that come 
from this course and may believe 
that they can only take something 
away from the class if they want 
to be a teacher when in fact it can 
be beneficial to everyone.
 “Students that are interested 
in education, pediatric medicine, 
physical therapy, family law, psy-

chology, and sociology enroll 
in this course in preparation for 
college and career experience. 
After a rigorous training period, 
students become part of a team of 
teachers responsible for the day-
to-day working of a lab school,” 
said Bonita.
 Numerous goals can be 
achieved and applied with the 
lessons learned from the child de-

velopment program. Senior Mary 
Stout has taken the course for 
three years and is now an intern 
at Olney Elementary where she 
assists the teacher in answering 
students’ questions, copying and 
handing out papers, and teaching 
her own small group of students.
 “[Interning] gives me a real 
look into the classroom … it pre-
pares me by having interactions 

with real teachers, real problems, 
and lots of experience in different 
areas,” said Stout.
 In the second or third year of 
Child Development students can 
either begin an internship as Stout 
did or continue the course in the 
classroom at Sherwood without 
the internship. Those who do not 
have the internship are paired 
with a preschooler in the Sher-

wood program. There, they make 
a binder with the preschooler to 
demonstrate what the student has 
accomplished over the school 
year.  This one-on-one time al-
lows the Sherwood students to 
review materials the preschooler 
is unfamiliar with or struggling 
to understand. Students also gain 
patience and experience dealing 
with peers and blending ideas 
when planning for a lesson.
 “I have so many new skills 
when it comes to how I teach and 
take on planning. Child Develop-
ment really prepared me for ev-
erything that could possibly hap-
pen,” said Stout.
 Unfortunately, students may 
shy away from a career in educa-
tion; Bonita believes it is because 
of its negative perceptions about 
lower pay, difficult conditions, 
and inefficient policies. In reali-
ty, an educator has a unique op-
portunity to encourage students 
to grow more understanding and 
patient.
 “There is no sugarcoating 
the challenges of teaching. The 
work is extraordinarily complex 
and challenging in even the most 
well supported and high function-
ing work environments … But at 
the end of the day, you are able 
to look back and see an import-
ant impact on the students and 
the teaching profession, and that 
you were important in the life of a 
child,” said Bonita.

A hands-on math lesson facilitated by Katie Ryan (‘16) during one of last year’s Child Development classes.

Courtesy of  Beth Bonita
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Finstas Become 
The Real Deal
by Lydia Velazquez ‘17

 With the prevalence of so-
cial media in today’s society, it 
is easy for one’s life to be viewed 
and judged by anyone. It’s just as 
easy to filter one’s life to appear 
as “perfect” as possible. Howev-
er, the social media trend of “fin-
stas” has begun to dismantle the 
expectation of appearing perfect 
online.
 “Finstas,” fake instas, are 
second Instagram accounts made 
by users to post pictures and vid-
eos of whatever they want with-
out the concern of getting a cer-
tain number of likes or matching 
the aesthetic of their “rinsta” (real 
Instagram). The accounts are nor-
mally private with followers con-
sisting of mainly close friends, 
averaging below 120.
 At first glance such a trend 
can be confusing, since the whole 
point of Instagram is to post pho-
tos of whatever one wants. That’s 
where society steps in. It is com-
mon knowledge that the average 
Instagram, along with just about 
any photo posted on social media, 
is an inaccurate portrayal of one’s 
life, given the energy that often 
goes into a post: choosing a pho-
to, editing, thinking up a clever 
caption, etcetera. This extensive 
effort relays the growing concern 
towards the obsession over social 
media and its repercussions to-
wards one’s mental and physical 

health, as addressed by Medical 
News Today and The Guardian 
among other publications.
 Despite the critiques of so-
cial media, it does hold some 
positive attributes that are rare-
ly considered, such as being a 
unique medium of self-expres-
sion. Finstas emphasize such an 
importance in a raw, honest, and 
unapologetic platform. Business 
Insider recently held a conference 
featuring a panel of teens who 
discussed today’s digital trends, 
including finstas. One teen on 
the panel addressed that users 
acknowledge their “two digital 
selves,” expressing that, “What 
we put to our close friends is so 
different than what we show the 
entire world. You have an ugly 
[account] for just your friends and 
family, and a pretty one for every-
one to see on Facebook.”  
 Some students at Sherwood 
have finstas because their friends 
have one, but most say they made 
one so they could post or rant 
about whatever they wanted on a 
platform without extensive judg-
ment.
 “My rinsta is the fake me 
that is perfect and reserved. I try 
to make people think I’m cool, I 
guess,” said a junior. “My finsta 
is where I share any thought or 
image that I like. My finsta really 
represents my soul. I rarely post 
on my rinsta because it just isn’t 
as fun or expressive.”

New Administrator Brings Experience to Position  
by the Journalism class

 New assistant principal May-
chel Harris brings more than 
three decades of MCPS expe-
rience—including as a securi-
ty guard, paraeducator, English 
teacher, resource teacher, and 
assistant athletic director—to his 
job. Harris previously worked as 
an administrator for 10 years at 
Springbrook; he replaces Sandi 
Williams, who left Sherwood to 
become an assistant principal at 
Wheaton.
 Harris’s first MCPS job, at 
age 18, was as a building ser-
vices worker at Whitman—a job 
that enabled him to receive med-
ical and dental insurance.  While 
working in the school system, 
Harris attended college as a crim-
inal justice major, and he later 
earned two advanced degrees in 
education from Johns Hopkins 
University.  
 Working in a variety of ca-
pacities in the schools made Har-
ris realize that he wanted to pur-
sue a career in education, not in 
criminal justice. 
 “I spent my day watching 
kids and watching the dynamics 
in schools,” said Harris. “I saw 
the value of teaching and that 
the right teacher and the right ap-
proach can determine whether or 

not the kids were engaged and if 
they were able to benefit from the 
instruction.” 
 Harris first became an ad-
ministrator in 2000. “I have a job 
to lead and guide others to suc-
cess,” said Harris, who also has 
been the the lead administrator 
at several summer schools. “It’s 
about high expectations and men-
toring kids,” 
 A cornerstone of his educa-
tional philosophy is that Harris 
firmly believes that any student 
can succeed despite any challeng-
es that he or she may face, and he 
points to his own experiences as a 
student. 
 “When I was younger, I felt 
that teachers spoke faster than 
I could listen and record,” Har-
ris recalled. “As a result, I often 
missed the most important parts 
of the lecture. I would now say 
it was largely to do with auditory 
processing and organization/note 
taking skills. While I have devel-
oped the necessary skills to com-
pensate for these learning issues, 
I keep a lens open for students 
who are suffering with this chal-
lenge; I often talk with teachers 
about how to help learners with 
this profile find success.” 
 As Sherwood’s assistant 
principal assigned to oversee the 
Freshman Class, Harris is con-

fident that he will see today’s 
ninth graders grow academically 
and personally over the next four 
years. He is quick to encourage 
them with advice to guide them 
on a successful path. 
 “Invest in yourself deep-
ly,” he recommends to students. 
“Make careful choices around 
your friends and your activities, 

Assistant Principal Maychel Harris talks with Aubrey Hobbs (‘18) by the lockers in the upper C-Hall at lunch.

A Procrastinator’s Heroic 
Search for Homework Help
by Isabella Pilot ‘18

 Their posters are scattered 
throughout the hallways of 
schools across the county. Their 
name is occasionally spoken in 
classrooms or on the announce-
ments, not to be heard again for 
months at a time. Their logo ap-
pears momentarily on the MCPS 
website before blending in with 
the hundreds of other features and 
announcements. They are: Home-
work Hotline Live.
 After years of blowing $60 
an hour on private tutors and 
sending countless unopened 
emails asking teachers for help, I 
was in need of a new solution. I 
set out to discover the truth about 
Homework Hotline Live (HHL). 
Is this service the light at the end 
of the tunnel that is junior year, 
or is it all just an illusion? Here 
is my story of hope, pain, and self 
discovery. 
 10:05 a.m. September 18, 
2016. I open the App Store and 
download “Kik.” As I have not 
used Kik since the 7th grade, it 
takes me a while to remember 
my password. It is now 10:11 
a.m. I send my message, “Help.” 
My phone vibrates immediately. 
Could it be true? Could there be 
someone on the other end, des-
perate to answer my question?  
 “Oops, it looks like HHL’s 
phone has been off/disconnected 
for a while. We’ll deliver your 
message when they connect 
again.” I gather my emotions and 

move on to Plan B: Instagram 
DMs.
 10:15 a.m. I open Instagram 
and type “askhhl” into the search 
bar. “Help,” I plead once more. 
While awaiting a response, I pe-
ruse their profile. The most recent 
post was on June 23. A video of 
swans. I watch the video about 
seven times, but I still don’t un-
derstand calculus. Am I out of 
luck? Will my questions ever be 
answered? 
 I refuse to give up. I try 
Snapchat, texting, and even go 

as far as dialing their number and 
calling. No response. 
 Then I remember it’s a Sun-
day. Even the staff of HHL must 
take weekends off.
 Though they never respond-
ed to my multiple messages, 
Homework Hotline Live taught 
me a lesson I will never forget. 
Procrastinators never prosper, es-
pecially when they have a dead-
line to meet (sorry, Mr. Huck). 
But thank you, Homework Ho-
tline Live, for ignoring my texts 
and changing my study habits. 

your endeavors. Involve yourself 
in extracurriculars, too; it helps 
with time management and struc-
ture … Make sure your circle is 
a circle of people who are driven 
towards success.”  
 Harris can be seen every day 
in the hallways, laughing and 
talking with students. His enthu-
siasm extends to his own life. 

Married and father of a 15-year-
old daughter, Harris tries to find 
time to pursue his passion for rid-
ing motorcycles and is a member 
of a weekend motorcycle club. 
 “You can see, hear, and feel 
the freedom [on a motorcycle]. 
You experience things that you 
otherwise wouldn’t experience in 
a car.”

Homework Hotline Live hosts answer called-in questions on the show.

Courtesy of MCPS

Kayla Cohen ‘17
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Countless Clubs For Every Interest
Sherwood offers more than 50 clubs, giving a platform for students to immerse themselves in their interests with other 
students who want to do the same. Here, The Warrior highlights facts about the clubs, each with their own unique focus.

Other Clubs to Consider: 

Public Service:
Best Buddies - sp: Ms. Galt 
Eco Sherwood - sp: Ms. Dinerman
Key Club - sp: Ms. Games
Project Change - sp: Ms. Johnson 
Warrior Veterans - sp: Ms. Shevitz

Religious/ Ethnic:

Recreational: 

Athletics:

Public Speaking/ Performing:

Black Student Union - sp: Mr. Huck 
Islamic Student Union - sp: Mr. Soso
International Club - sp: Mrs. Lock
Italian Club - sp: Ms. Villa
Jewish Culture Club - sp: Ms. Galt

Adventure Club - sp: Ms. Games
Book Club - sp: Ms. Lock
Bowling Club - sp: Ms. Orange 
Fashion Club - sp: Ms. Shevitz
Gardening Club - sp: Mr. Miller 

Badminton - sp: Ms. Barber-Strunk
Equestrian Club - sp: Ms. Bernhardt
Team Handball - sp: Ms. Nichols 
Rugby - sp: Mr. Soso

Debate Team - sp: Ms. Gallahan
Forensics - sp: Mr. Goodrich
Mock Trial - sp: Ms. Jaffe 
Model U. N. - sp: Ms. Gallahan 
Warrior Improv - sp: Mr. Dodge 

*Sp= Sponsor
-Compiled by Danielle Katz ‘18, Lauren MacFadden ‘17 and Megan Werden ‘17

Creative Helpers
 Creative Helpers was established in 2015 and meets every 
Friday. The group’s aim is to help the community outside of 
school as well as within it. 
 “Our club’s main goal is to find events/ SSL opportunities 
that interest us personally,” said club president Paris Holbrook.
 For example, if a student was interested in music, he or she 
would find SSL opportunities involving that area of interest. 
Club members strive to find out what they want to do after high 
school by doing community service work. Club members do a 
variety of activities such as Paws in the Park or the Sherwood 
cleanup day.

Asian Pacific Union
 The Asian Pacific Student Union unites students from a 
wide variety of Asian cultures and countries. Prospective 
members can look forward to experiencing different Asian cul-
tures through stories, snacks, and socializing. The club is very 
welcoming, and all students are invited to join. 
 “No one has to be Asian to join. Joining this club expands 
people’s knowledge of the different Asian cultures and is also 
a fun way to make friends from different social groups,” ex-
plained senior Julia Lo. 
 Thriving off of cultural diversity, the club has 15 members 
from four different countries. They gather at least one Tuesday 
per month in science teacher Mike Miehl’s room to talk about 
cultural differences and to socialize. 

Board Game Club
 One of the most entertaining clubs at Sherwood is definite-
ly Board Game Club, sponsored by social studies teacher Scott  
Allen in room H145. The club, created last year, meets every 
Friday at lunch, and its purpose is to allow kids to unwind while 
playing the modern board games of Allen’s collection including 
Coup, No Thanks, Corn Hole, and Dice Heist to name a few.
 The club members decide which games they want to play 
that day. There could be multiple games being played or the 
whole club playing as a group. Each game provided is short 
enough to finish in one lunch period.
 Allen’s favorite aspect of the club is seeing the students en-
joy a game with people that they just met. In Board Game Club 
there are no strangers; only friends relaxing with each other.

Ski Club
 Ski Club is a club in which students from Rosa Parks, 
Sherwood, and Good Counsel go on ski trips together five 
times a year to Whitetail during January and February.
 The club begins its meetings when the season begins; it’s 
a great opportunity to exercise and meet new friends from 
other local schools. 
 “I would have never have gotten as advanced a skier if I 
didn’t do Ski Club,” said senior Karen Delauder, who added 
that Ski Club pushes students to try new things on the slopes. 
It is also very helpful to the younger students who cannot 
drive yet to be able to go on a ski trip because transportation 
is provided.

C.a.s.t Club
 C.A.S.T (Creating Awesome Sherwood Theatre) generally 
meets after school in the Ertzman Theater as needed for the three 
productions throughout the year- fall musical, winter one acts, and 
the spring play. 
 This club is not just for actors on the stage, but also for stage 
crew. There is Improv, another club that branches off of C.A.S.T, 
that meets every Friday to play fun acting games. Students can audi-
tion for the productions as they occur, and there is not a permanent 
group of students in the club. C.A.S.T aims to build and develop 
acting techniques and to provide a place to be free and creative. 
 “People should join just because it’s a great confidence-builder 
being in front of people and a great sense of community,” said junior 
Erik Mayerson.

Photos compiled by Lydia Velazquez ‘17, Maya Koeppen ‘17, 
Karen Delauder ‘17, and Kayla Cohen ‘17
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 The upcoming presidential 
election currently has some of the 
most unpopular candidates in his-
tory. Due to this, there has been 
an uptick in support for third-par-
ty candidates such as Libertarian 
Gary Johnson. Young people still 
disillusioned by the Mainstream 
candidates are even looking be-
yond these candidates to the hope 
that flaming meteor will destroy 
us all.  Senior Charles Ray Wil-
liams, who will be voting for the 
first time this November, has de-
cided to support Vermin Supreme. 
 Supreme, famous for wearing 
a boot on his head, is currently 
running for president on a plat-
form which includes giving free 
ponies to all Americans, investing 
in time travel research, and man-
dating tooth-brushing laws.
 “He’s got the right idea. Do 
you know how many Americans 
die from poor dental hygiene? I 
don’t actually know the statistics, 
but it’s probably a lot of people, 
like a lot. And, if we master time 
travel, we can destroy [The Is-
lamic State] before it’s created. 
That’s a genius idea,” Williams 
said. 
 Supreme does not have a full 
fledged platform. Despite Su-
preme’s lack of foreign and fiscal 
policy, he has enjoyed increased 
support in the recent election. 
In the New Hampshire primary, 
he received 256 votes, finishing 
fourth in the Democratic primary.
 “It’s truly outstanding that 
Supreme is getting the votes he 
needs. At this rate, he’ll be the 
president in no time! It’ll truly 
be a great day for America,” Wil-
liams said.
 It should be noted that first 
place candidate, Bernie Sanders, 
received 151,584 votes, which is 

Fringe Candidate Has Little Support

by Jonathan Chang ‘17

a difference of 151,328 people 
between him and Supreme.
 This, however, does not deter 
Williams. “A lot of people like 
him, okay. Just ask my friend 
Jack Carlton. I got him aboard the 
Supreme hype train!” Carlton is 
also a senior voting in the upcom-
ing presidential election who has 
decided to support Supreme.
 “Do I understand politics? 
Nope. Do I really care about pol-
itics? That’s also a nope. But, I 
trust my friend Charles and this 
Supreme dude seems cool, so I’ll 
vote for him,” Carlton said.
 “I’ll be honest, before 

Charles started talking about him, 
I had no idea who this dude was,” 
Carlton continued. “But, he kept 
telling me how good he was, so I 
figured he’d be a good candidate. 
I’m just gonna follow Charles and 
leave all the complicated thinking 
stuff to him.”
 Supreme is still involved in 
the race, being spotted recently 
outside Hofstra University during 
the first presidential debate. He 
was involved in his own debate 
there, facing off against street 
performer Matthew Silver. The 
results of that debate are still be-
ing analyzed.

AP Chem Class Now a 
PoCHEMon Go Class 
by Natalie Murray ‘18

 Children of all ages had tak-
en advantage of the warm sum-
mer afternoon, wandering around 
parks with their phone, sliding 
or vigorously tapping the screen. 
They were all playing Pokémon 
Go, a newly released app that 
quickly became a cultural phe-
nomenon - one that even extend-
ed to some adults, like Science 
teacher Mike Miehl. Though he 
was at first critical of the app, 
he eventually tried it and was in-
stantly obsessed. 
 “I personally love it. I think 
it really exemplifies the scientif-
ic experience, what with all the 
different ways you have to try to 
catch the Pokémon and determine 
their worth based on their height, 
weight, and powers,” said Miehl. 
“Plus, it’s fun!” 
 Miehl became so enthralled 
with Pokémon Go that he even 
included it in his AP Chemistry 
curriculum. His students fre-
quently receive assignments such 
as “Battle with 4 different peo-
ple,” “Catch 5 Pokemon” “Have 
control of a gym,” or “Evolve 3 
Pidgeys to Pidgeottos by Wednes-
day.” 
 Though it may seem as if 
Pokémon and AP Chemistry are 
completely unrelated, Miehl ar-
gues that Pokémon Go causes 
students to implement higher-or-
der thinking skills and also ful-
fills one of the Next Generation 
Science Standards (NGSS) that 

teachers are required to complete.
 “The NGSS ‘HSPS 1-4’ is 
about students creating a mod-
el to illustrate the release or ab-
sorption of energy,” stated Miehl. 
“And Pokémon matchups are all 
about energy levels.”
    He has also planned a field trip 
to the Olney Swim Center, which 
is famous for its many Pokéstops. 
Though the technical purpose of 
this field trip is to conduct pH 
testing on the pool water, Miehl 
confesses that he really intends 
to do a group Pokéhunt. Not only 
are students grateful for the up-
coming field trip, but also for his 
extra-credit assignments. Miehl 
awards homework passes or bo-
nus points on tests when students 
catch rare or powerful Pokémon, 
like Pikachu, Snorlax and Vulpix.
    Students, like junior Sophia 
Morales, are overwhelmingly 
happy with the Pokémon-cen-
tric assignments. “Honestly, if it 
weren’t for Mr. Miehl’s Pokémon 
homework, I’d be failing AP 
Chem,” said Morales.
    However, Miehl’s obsession 
with the app has had some nega-
tive aspects. He even pulled over 
to catch a Scyther and an Eevee, 
causing him to arrive five minutes 
after the first period bell. Despite 
these incidences, Miehl continues 
to play, and is currently a level 24 
on Team Mystic. 
    “Of course I won’t stop play-
ing! What are they going to do, 
force me to delete my Pokémon 
Go account?” laughed Miehl.

How To Pick Up Babes
by Alex Le ‘17

1. Make your presence 
known: be different.

 Babes are a rarity, so it’s 
guaranteed that you won’t be her 
only pursuer. While other guys 
may woo her with sweet compli-
ments and nice conversation, you 
will do the opposite. Insult her 
every chance you get to stand out 
from the crowd. She has dozens 
of dudes everyday telling her how 
beautiful she is, but if one person 
(you) tells her that she’s ugly, 
she’ll definitely remember you.

2. Make her feel lousy.

 This girl is a perfect 10/10, an 
angel sent from above, the most 
beautiful girl in the school and 
she knows it. With a snap of her 
finger, she can make any guy do 
what she beckons. Your job, on 
the other hand, is to make her feel 
like she can’t get you. Make sure 
to proclaim how a girl like her 
would, “never be able to land you 
in a million years.” When asked 
why you think this, talk about all 
her imperfections and how they 
are absolutely disgusting. Phras-
es like, “Your eyebrows look like 
deformed caterpillars” work ex-
ceptionally well. For a girl who 
gets everything she wants, when 
she finds she can’t get YOU, 
you’ll have her on the hook. 

3. Make her jealous. 

 This is the most important 
step. There are many ways to 
make your babe jealous, but the 
most effective one is communica-
tion.  Flirtatiously snapchat, text, 
and direct message as many girls 
as possible, especially her best 
friends. Be sure to tell your babe 
how you have a crush on all of 
them. If she’s jealous, that’s the 
indication that you are doing ev-
erything right. Jealousy will only 
lead her to want you more.

4. Ask her out.

 If you’ve done everything 
right, she should be feeling in-
secure and anxious. Now is the 
time to reel her in. Start a HUGE 
fight with your babe, saying how 
you feel she’s not treating you 
right and you deserve better and 
when she inevitably asks, “If you 
hate me so much, why are you 
still talking to me?” You respond 
with, “Because I like you. Will 
you be my girlfriend”

 What ensues are the best three 
days of your entire life where you 
get to say that you landed a babe 
… until she realizes everything 
was an act, that she deserves bet-
ter, and dumps your ugly self, so 
be sure to make those three days 
the best possible! Good luck!

Hopeful presidential candidate, Vermin Supreme (shown above), 
demonstrating his youthfulness by displaying his healthy body to poten-
tial voters at Saint Anselm College during the New Hampshire primary.

Vermin Supreme’s few followers are unaware that he will not be on the November ballot.

www.yahoo.com

by Kaitlyn Davis ‘17
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 The term ‘genius’ and the word ‘prodigy’ are often com-
monly mistaken. A genius is someone with exceptional in-
tellectual ability and creativity to a degree that is associated 
with the achievement of educational insight at an unprec-
edented level. Prodigies are defined as kids (ages 10 and 
younger) who have professional abilities most often in the 
fields of music, mathematics, art, or chess. However, prodi-
gies are not always defined by a person’s age, but by some-
one mastering a skill far beyond their maturity level. 
 Ashima Shiraishi, a child prodigy, is becoming a pro in 
the world of technical rock climbing. The 15-year-old from 
New York spends most of her time in the rock climbing 
gyms, rather than spending time shopping or with friends.
 10 year old Luke Vellotti, who has earned a Stamps 
Leadership Scholarship from the Stamps Family Charitable 
Foundation, is the textbook definition of a child genius. The 
scholarships helps exceptional students become strong lead-
ers by providing financial aid to allow the students to further 
their education. Luke plans to study math and computer sci-
ences. 
 He has had a preoccupation with numbers since he was 

a toddler, when he would light up with excitement as he 
watched the numbers flash across the screen of his family 
computer. By the time he was 3, he could double numbers 
into the millions and perform multiplication in his head. At 
5, he was already working on high school math workbooks, 
completing them precisely in a matter of hours. 
 Although being exceptionally skilled may have its bene-
fits, it can be hard to fit into a world where you are one in a 
million. Child prodigies and geniuses alike often feel lonely 
and excluded, since they lack common interests with their 
fellow peers. 
 “Having been built in the fashion I was as a child — cre-
ated and then deflated — has left me with a distinct feeling of 
failure,” said Alissa Quart, former child prodigy. In today’s 
culture of ambitious parenting, parents are feeling more pres-
sure than ever to be the best in their child’s class, resulting 
in anxiety in youth. But such measures do not necessarily 
work and may even backfire, according to Quart. Parents are 
setting unreachable goals for their children that was never 
imaginable 20 years ago.
 Being a prodigy and genius may sound amusing in the 
short term, but in the long run it is not a trait that most people 
would like to possess.

The Realities of Being a Child Genius

Is a Senior Smarter Than a Fifth Grader? 
 The TV show, “Are You Smarter Than a 5th Grader?” 
attempts to illustrate the inability of adults to remember el-
ementary curriculum. Contestants of the game must answer 
trivia questions themed as a school quiz. Often the TV show 
demonstrates the humor behind the contestant not knowing 

1. True or False. The word “cardio” refers to the heart?

Senior: True
5th Grader: True

2. Which US state is furthest from Maryland:
New York, Florida or Maine?
Senior: Maine
5th Grader: Maine

3. How many months of the year have 31 days?
Senior: 9 X
5th Grader: 7

4. What city is the capital of Texas?
Senior: Houston X
5th Grader: Austin

5. Which planet has more moons: Saturn or Venus?
Senior: Saturn
5th Grader: Saturn

6. The U.S. federal holiday Memorial Day is celebrated in which 
month: January, May,  or September?
Senior: May
5th Grader: May

7. In the U.S., what month of the year is Black History Month:
January, February, or September?
Senior: February
5th Grader: February

8. Giant Panda’s natural habitat is on what continent?
Senior: Asia
5th Grader: Asia

9. How many justices serve on the U.S. supreme court?
Senior: 5 X
5th Grader: 3 X

10. What U.S. city is home to the Metropolitan Museum of Art?
Senior: New York 
5th Grader: Orlando X

the answers to simple questions. 
 To test this demonstration we chose a Sherwood 12th 
grader and quizzed her 5th grade sibling to compare the re-
sults between the older student and the younger student. 
Similarly to the show, the 5th grader answered more ques-
tions correctly than the senior. 

by Tate Harrop ‘17

by Zachary Weisenthal ‘19



 

Is academic censorship necessary for some ultra-polarizing topics?
Should political discussion be 

limited in the school setting?

Do we need more, less, or the same amount of 
instructional time dedicated to social issues?

 ublished six times a year, The Warrior serves 
as Sherwood High School’s premier news source. 
Over the years, it has received numerous state and 

national honors. With a staff of 36 students, 
The Warrior keeps 

the Sherwood community 
apprised of local and national events. 

All opinion articles represent the
viewpoint of the writer. The unsigned staff

editorials solely represent the opinions of the 
newspaper staff. These articles do not necessarily 

represent the views of
Sherwood High School.

The Warrior welcomes Letters to the
Editor of 250 words or less. They may be

submitted to room C268 or emailed to
thewarrioronline.shs@gmail.com. Letters must be 
signed, and all content received by the newspaper 

is subject to editing.

The Warrior staff invites feedback and
corrections to printed inaccuracies.

The Warrior reserves the right to
refuse advertisements.
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 In a staff meeting approach-
ing the start of the 2016-2017 
school year, Sherwood teachers 
were reminded to be sensitive to 
students of all political beliefs 
by being cautious of how they 
handle class discussions of po-
litical and social controversies. 
More specifically, Principal Bill 
Gregory urged teachers to be 
careful how they addressed the 
presidential election so that stu-
dents in the class would not feel 
isolated. 
 In theory, the idea is a good 
one. Especially in an area like 
Montgomery County, whose 
residents are disproportionately 
democratic, teachers must avoid 
making more conservative stu-
dents feel directly targeted. 
 However, there are a few 
glaring problems with this 
proposition. If we take away all 
conversation that could possi-
bly result in negative feelings 
in students, no one would be 
offended and the school would 
never receive any backlash. 
Students could simply absorb 
everything their parents and 
close friends tell them and de-

velop their political and social 
stances from that.
 The high school years are cru-
cial to the development of one’s 
personal opinions and stances on 
important issues. Adolescence is 
a time of confusion and compli-
cation but also prime self-realiza-
tion. So in an environment where 
students may not be exposed to 
differing political opinions, how 
are they supposed to come to a 
valid conclusion about what they 
themselves think?
 Of course, students should 
never be targeted for what they 
believe, and it is unfortunate that 
students ever feel personally of-
fended. However, it is simply a 
reality of life that people are go-
ing to disagree, some more pas-
sionately than others. If teenagers 
are not exposed to that reality, it 
creates a dangerous ignorance 
when it comes to contentious top-
ics, which can lead to a sense of 
intolerance when they finally are 
exposed to other existing view-
points. In order to become pro-
ductive citizens, students need to 
have an understanding of what is 
happening in the world around 

them, not simply within in 
their little bubble of family and 
friends.
 Because classrooms are 
where young people spend so 
much of their lives, it becomes 
a responsibility of the school to 
foster discussions about rele-
vant global and national issues. 
Students attend school to learn 
and become more well-rounded 
adults, so it only makes sense 
that they be allowed to share 
their experiences and views 
with each other.
 As a society, we need to 
move past the fear of being 
made uncomfortable, and high 
school classrooms are a great 
place to begin. This doesn’t 
open up the door for people to 
be rude or hateful—that is still 
completely uncalled for and im-
mature—but discussion simply 
allows everyone to express the 
basis of their beliefs. Hopeful-
ly, students will start to be more 
tolerant of opinions of those 
around them and perhaps begin 
to question their own beliefs, 
a necessary part of being a re-
sponsible member of society.  

Schools Shouldn’t Shy from Touchy Subjects

by Kaitlyn Davis ‘18
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EpiPen Price Hike Endangers the Lives of Those with Allergies

 Many people panic if they 
leave their house without their 
keys, wallet or phone. Others 
are inconvenienced if they forget 
their mascara, Advil, or a pack of 
gum. For me, my life is literal-
ly in danger if I leave my house 
without my EpiPen. Unfortunate-
ly, my life-saving EpiPen now 
costs me $600 more than it did 
last year. 
 I have a severe peanut and 
treenut allergy. This means that 
if I ingest or touch either of these 

foods, I will go into anaphylactic 
shock with symptoms including 
coughing, wheezing, and hives, 
as well as swollen face, lips, and 
throat. The EpiPen in my back-
pack saves my life because it is 
the most effective treatment for 
anaphylaxis, injecting .3 milli-
grams of life-saving epinephrine, 
or adrenaline, into my body when 
needed. 
 In April 2013, the price of an 
EpiPen averaged $249. As of June 
2016, the price has skyrocketed 
to $615. Since I need to carry at 
least one Epipen in my backpack, 

one in my purse, and have one 
in my room, that is over $1800 
in costs, not to mention that my 
mom, dad, and the school have 
one in the event of an emergency. 
I even carry two doses at all times 
as suggested by WebMD. 
 These costs add up quick-
ly, and fortunately, my parents 
insurance covers all costs. For 
others, however, the drastic price 
increase means that many people 
who need the life-saving Epipens 
may no longer be able to afford it.  
 Tragically, 3 million Amer-
icans suffer from a deadly nut 

allergy. There are currently more 
than 30 million Americans living 
without insurance. Without insur-
ance to cover the drastically in-
creased costs of an EpiPen, one in 
every 13 children or almost two 
children in every classroom are at 
risk because they don’t have the 
financial means to purchase the 
life-saving medication.
 I have a theory as to why 
these costs have soared. One is 
that Mylan, the manufacturer of 
the EpiPen, is money-hungry and 
out to make an even bigger profit 
on a product that consumers have 

no choice but to purchase or they 
put their lives at risk. The cost 
for all materials and labor in the 
manufacturing of a single EpiPen 
has been estimated at about $1, 
yet Mylan charges more than 600 
times that amount. 
 I hope that I am wrong. I hope 
that those at the top are not only 
looking out for their own wallets, 
but without any other logical ex-
planations being provided, I am 
left to believe that the controllers 
of this industry do not have the 
best interests of the consumers in 
mind.   

by Meghan Kimberling ‘17

The 2016-17 school year brought forth a new grading policy for 
MCPS. The Warrior asked 147 students of all grades from eight 
different English classes to ‘grade’ each of these changes. The 
results are as follows.

Compiled by Lexi Matthews ‘18

The New Grading Policy

Why do you support or oppose the 
elimination of semester exams?

How will this affect your study habits
or effort in class?

Elimination of semester exams Switch to quarterly assessments

90/10 grading system replacing 
summatives and formatives

Pass (36%)

A (19%)

B (11%)

C (27%)

D (32%)

F (15%)

A (1%)

B (23%)

D (23%)

C (37%)

F (16%)

Quarterly assessments can be 
taken home after being graded

Fail (64%) Pass (66%) Fail (33%)

“We needed semester exams to help prepare for college and 
taking AP exams.”

     -Taylor Phan, ‘17

“Now, its easier to do well in a class with quarter exams 
because the info is fresher on your mind when you take 
the tests.”

-Ethan Tuttle, ‘18

“Without exams, there is a lot less stress to cram for a huge 
amount of knowledge and students can concentrate on 
quizzes and classwork.”

-Arman Duran, ‘20

“The tests are probably going to be difficult. I’ll still 
have to study hard.”

-Danielle Glickman, ‘18

“Easier- the quarter tests won’t hurt you as bad as the 
exams did if you don’t do that well on them.”

-Mathiayan Zendie, ‘17

This makes it so the exams aren’t worth as much so I’ll 
actually have time to understand what we are 
learning about.”

-Elisa Martinez, ‘20
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Pokémon Go Needs to Go Away

 Flashback to last spring: if 
you were to see a group of people 
in the National Arlington Ceme-
tery, you would assume that they 
are there mourning a death or 
broadly paying respect to those 
who served their country. If you 
were to see a group of people 
at the Holocaust Museum, you 
could assume that they are there 
to take a tour to better understand 
one of the most horrific events in 
human history. Flash forward to 
now, and you might be wrong. 
The group might be there to catch 
Pokémon.
 Since its release in July, 
Pokémon Go has had over 100 
million downloads. While gamers 
praise the app for bringing a form 
of entertainment, the sudden pop-
ulation surge in certain locations 
brings about concerns regarding 
values of respect. 
 Of late, public landmarks 
such as the National Arlington 
Cemetery and the Holocaust Mu-
seum have made headlines as a 
result of complaints regarding 
the abundance of players on their 
property. Spokespeople for these 
organizations, as well as similar 
ones worldwide, have been call-
ing out the game developers for 
making hotspots on their proper-
ty, attracting a mass of players. 
Arguing that playing the game 
in places dedicated to honoring 
historical events in addition to 
the deceased is “inappropriate 
decorum,” they have asked the 
game developers to remove their 
locations as “hotspots” from the 
game. 
 Though often regarded as an 
overreaction from the organiza-
tions, keep in mind that many of 

the locations are sacred places of 
memorial for remembering those 
who have passed away. To tres-
pass on these places while play-
ing a frivolous game is downright 
shameful. Such actions are also 
disrespectful to other visitors of 
the establishments, who wish to 
honor the lives of those being 
commemorated at the memorial. 
 Some quaint towns, such as 
Occoquan, Virginia, are becom-
ing increasingly crowded with 
Pokémon players, as reported by 
The Washington Post. While this 
can potentially increase profits 
received by local businesses, the 
visitors actually cause more of a 
nuisance than providing any ben-
efit. Imagine trying to enjoy an 

by Naomi Lawrence  ‘17

afternoon in a historical town as 
people walk or drive while simul-
taneously looking at their phones 
to play the game; it serves as just 
an accident waiting to happen. 
On top of that, the noise level has 
increased significantly in these 
areas. What used to be a silent, 
serene night in a place like Oc-
coquan is now filled with chatter 
from the players and the game 
itself. It’s no wonder people are 
complaining about the game’s 
popularity. 
  In this day and age, society 
must be sure that the desire to be 
consistently involved with tech-
nology does not replace authentic 
experience and appreciation of 
the real world. 

 In September, French lawmakers approved proposals 
for three nudists parks in forests surrounding Paris. These 
proposals came from local French ‘naturists’-- those who 
worship the earth through intimate, often nude, connectiv-
ity-- with establishment slated for next summer. 
  While the park itself is not a problem, its approval dis-
plays extreme hypocritism and Islamophobia from France, 
who banned Muslim women from wearing burkinis this 
summer. If two million naturists are encouraged to express 
themselves in safe, governmentfunded spaces, why must 
the 4.7 million Muslims living in France exist in fear and 
shame of their own beliefs? 
 Terrorism has spread excessive fear across the world, 
and it’s okay to take precautionary combatant efforts. The 
actions of the French government, however, go beyond 
this into blatant discrimination. France recognized natur-
ists, despite their unconventional beliefs, as people simply 
looking to live out their own non-obtrusive lifestyles, and 
thus supported their peaceful practices. It is nonsensical 
that Muslims, who just want to cover up on the beach, 
cannot be given this same common decency. 

John Oliver Is as Guilty as Fox 
News for Spread of Ignorance 

 Each day entails the dreaded sounding of my alarm 
clock, six and a half hours of sitting behind a desk, three 
hours of cross country practice, and then a truckload of 
assignments due the next day. I try to work through all 
of my homework as quickly as one can, but often end up 
having to hold my eyes open as the time ticks by and my 
efficiency gets lower and lower. With two years of high 
school already completed, I have learned that giving ex-
cessive amounts of homework each night does more bad 
than good.
 For example, I took Honors Pre-Calc last year and 
had about 30 problems for homework each night. People, 
including myself, would rarely ever complete the whole 
assignment on their own, without copying. This year, in 
AP Calc, my teacher only gives us 3-10 problems each 
night. In effect, almost everyone completes each home-
work assignment to the best of their ability. Students re-
spond better to reasonable amounts of work and actually 
spend time doing the assignment correctly and reviewing 
the concepts learned in class, which is the whole point of 
giving homework anyway, isn’t it?

 Now that it’s autumn, pumpkin spice flavors every-
thing from lattes to Cheerios. But with this pumpkin-spice 
phenomenon comes the pumpkin-spice-shaming phenom-
enon: a girl orders a PSL in her local Starbucks and she 
becomes “basic.”
 It seems that girls can do nothing without receiving 
criticism. If a girl dates too much, she’s “slutty;” if she 
doesn’t date, she’s “prude.” If a girl says she likes the way 
she looks, she’s “conceited;” if she says she doesn’t, she’s 
“looking for attention.” If a girl knows how to cook, clean, 
or sew, she “knows her place;” if she doesn’t, she’s “bad 
wife material.” No matter what, girls can’t win: they’re 
either “basic” or they’re “trying too hard to be different.” 
 People need to let girls wear Uggs, combat boots, 
or soccer cleats. Let them watch “The Bachelor,” “Doc-
tor Who,” or football games. Let them enjoy what makes 
them happy, rather than tell them what they should like. 
And while there are bigger problems than girls being 
mocked for their coffee, it’s still unfair that women face 
such high standards that they can’t even do something as 
simple as drink a latte without being criticized.

by Lexi Matthews ‘18

Nudists Teach Us Decency Work Smarter, Not Harder Let Us Like Pumpkin Spice

by Matt Post ‘18

 Every Sunday at 12 midnight, 
John Oliver takes the stage of his 
HBO show “Last Week Tonight.” 
Equipped with his British accent 
and quirky mannerisms, Oliver 
tackles issues from Dr. Oz to the 
death penalty. He tells jokes, the 
audience laughs, clips are shared 
online, and this whole cycle di-
vides America.
 Oliver is one part of a 
fast-growing network of left-lean-
ing TV shows that seek to explain 
current events with humor. On 
TBS there is Samantha Bee; on 
Comedy Central, Trevor Noah; 
on CBS, Stephen Colbert and so 
on. Clips from these shows are 
uploaded to YouTube and shared 
massively the next day. Millions 
of people turn to Oliver to explain 
civil forfeiture, or Noah to dis-
cuss a police shooting or Bee to 
analyze the latest campaign mo-
ment.
 Then they watch nothing else.
 Thousands of Americans are 
beginning to rely on these shows 
as their definitive source of in-
formation. In 2015, 12 percent of 
Americans said they got all their 
news from Colbert or fellow host 
Jon Stewart. Ten percent of young 
Americans say they place the 
most journalistic trust in the pair 
and more than 30 percent of mil-
lennials see these comedy shows 
as the future of news. 
 But Oliver, Bee, Meyers, 
Colbert, and Stewart are not jour-
nalists and these shows are not 
journalism.
 Complex issues cannot be 
compressed into a three or five or 
ten minute segment. These come-

dians omit information for come-
dic effect, they exaggerate details 
to make the topic seem more in-
teresting. Issues with complicated 
facets do not make for good com-
edy, so the writers of these shows 
take one extreme and run with it. 
 Why mention a reasonable 
differing opinion when it will not 
result in applause or laughter? 
When viewers only watch these 
comedy shows, they are robbed 
of the rich context and nuance of 
current affairs and left with a tiny 
raisin of liberal bias.
 Noah and Bee’s trademark 
is to relentlessly taunt and insult 
those with differing opinions, 
usually Republicans. Instead of 
inviting figures for interviews, 
they mock video clips of them, 
giving the individuals no chance 
to respond. At the same time, both 
hosts rip into Fox News for being 
a partisan source of information, 
steeped in bias and full of un-
truths, never noticing the irony. 
Perhaps without ever noticing it, 
these hosts perpetuate the politi-
cal polarization of America they 
so publicly lament.
 Many of the same Americans 
that take these comedians’ words 
as the truth see Fox News as bi-
ased trash. By no means is the 
fact-free-fun-zone at Fox News 
any better, but it is not much 
worse. 
 There is nothing wrong with 
enjoying “Last Week Tonight” or 
“The Daily Show” or “Full Fron-
tal.” These shows are funny. But 
they are not news. When Amer-
icans rely on these shows to tell 
them the objective facts, they are 
depriving themselves and hurting 
America.

by Leah Peloff ‘18 by Natalie Murray ‘18

Our society has lost knowledge of boundaries as a result of this addictive new game. 
The late night personality’s focus on laughs over facts costs 
the American people vital information about current events.

A sign in a Texas cemetery discourages visitors from using the app 
while on their premises in order to maintain respect for the deceased.

www.beaumontenterprise.com
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The Warrior Wonders...

ARE  YOU A CAT PERSON 
OR A DOG PERSON?

Cat Person Dog Person

What celebrity does your pet have the personality of?

WHAT IS THE WORST 
THING YOUR PET HAS 

EVER DONE?

Do you own a unique pet?

If you could have any pet, what 

would it be and why?

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE 
MEMORY OF YOU AND A PET?

*62 students surveyed
compiled by Lexi Paidas ‘17 and Colleen Yates ‘18; artwork by Kaitlyn Davis ‘17

“A white tiger because they 

are unique”

-Deanna Mammen ‘18

“My dog ate an entire cooked chicken 
that we were going to eat”

-Matias Cacheiro ‘20

Arianna Grande
(Cute)

“She would sit on my lap while I did my 
homework when she was a puppy”

-Taylor Law ‘18 “I used to have an iguana, lizards, 
and pythons”

-Jasmine Bacon ‘19

“A fish because they are 

cute and small”

-Erika Hernandez ‘18

“A tiny turtle so I can put a balloon on it so 

it won’t get lost”

-Sofia Gomez ‘20

“After running outside in the rain, she 
came in the house all muddy and wet 
and decided to wake me up by coming 

on to my bed”
-Talia Rodriguez ‘19

“A ferret because they’re fun to play 

with and small enough to hold”

-Melissa Bitting ‘20

“My cat jumped off the deck which 
was 17 feet off of the ground, but it 

was an accident”
-Kenzie Rounds ‘20

“My pet has thrown up in four different 
rooms in one day”

-Tyler Campbell ‘18

“There was a point where I actually had 
2 parrots, a parakeet, a hedgehog, and a 

sugar glider”
-Caden O’Connell ‘17

“Putting my dog on a sled and having 
him ride down a hill”

-Grace Aceto ‘20

“My cat walked on a yoga ball 
when she was a kitten”
-Shanzeh Kahn ‘18

12% 88%

Kevin Hart
(Funny)

Mr. Rodgers
(Calm)

Miley Cyrus
(Wild Child)

17%

1%

22%

27%

33%
George Clooney

(Suave)
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 The worst oil disaster in U.S. 
history struck on April 20, 2010, 
off the coast of Louisiana.  Deep-
water Horizon was the name 
of the offshore oil rig owned by 
Transocean under contract with 
British Petroleum (BP). It was 
not properly built to withstand 
the forces of a drill driven three 
miles into the sea and the oil rig 
exploded into pieces. This ca-
tastrophe took the lives of 11 peo-
ple and spilt 200 million gallons 
of oil into the Gulf of Mexico. The 
film “Deepwater Horizon” vivid-
ly recreates this tragedy in a way 
that keeps viewers interested and 
entertained.
 Filmed on an extraordinary 
set, the oil rig was actually con-
structed from an old abandoned 
Six Flags amusement park in New 
Orleans. Director Peter Berg, 
who also directed “Lone Survi-
vor,” made sure that the set was 
so realistic that they could land a 
helicopter on the fake oil rig and 
actually set pieces on fire. The set 
provides the audience with an au-
thentic experience and creates a 
picture of how Deepwater Hori-
zon actually looked at the time of 
the disaster.
 As things start to go wrong, 
viewers sense the fear of Trans-
ocean employees while the BP 
management seems more in-
terested in getting the job done 
rather than safety. Berg wastes 
little time to depict complete tur-
moil as the disaster is occurring, 
causing the audience to almost 
experience the terror of the real 

Film Captures Drama 
And Tragedy of Disaster   

events as they unfold. Through-
out the entire disaster, the script 
writers make sure to explain the 
mechanical errors. It is obvious 
that the film pays close attention 
to detail by helping viewers gain 
knowledge of how the complex 
machinery works. 
  For a film focusing on these 
details, the actors are still able to 
depict the real-life people, giv-
ing viewers a personal side in the 
midst of this horrible disaster. The 
film starts off with calm scenes of 
each character’s family life. Mark 
Wahlberg realistically exhib-
its chief electronics technician, 
Mike Williams, as an all-Ameri-
can family man who turns out to 
be a true hero. Mixing this with 
underwater scenes of creaking 
drill pipes creates the suspense 
for mayhem. The audience is giv-
en their first view of the oil rig as 
BP management along with crew 
chief Jimmy Harrell (Kurt Rus-
sell), Mike Williams, and other 
crew members such as Andrea 
Flayetas (Gina Rodriquez) fly to 
the rig. The intensity of the film 
paired with personable actors 
creates a high-quality film for all 
types of viewers to get engaged. 
 “Deepwater Horizon” is ex-
hilarating entertainment that de-
mands attention for the entirety 
of its 107 minutes. The film por-
trays a devastating accident that 
viewers cannot stop watching.

 After working at Sherwood 
from 2002-2005, music teacher 
Johnathan Dunn has returned 
after most recently working at 
Northwood. As soon as he saw 
a job opening up at Sherwood, 
Dunn could not resist jumping at 
the chance. 
 “I saw this as an opportunity 
to reconnect with a communi-
ty that had been so good to me. 
Students who truly were passion-
ate about music, passionate about 
life. They’re really looking to ap-
ply their knowledge, their expe-
rience, and their encounter with 
music in a real-time situation, 
such as Rock ‘n’ Roll Revival and 
other aspects of choral music,” 
said Dunn.  
 During Dunn’s first tenure 
at Sherwood, he created a choral 
group called Umojo, which means 
unity in Swahili. The group met 
during lunch and sang contempo-
rary gospel songs. Dunn plans to 
diversify musical experiences and 
opportunities at the school. To 
better reflect the ethnicities and 
backgrounds of its student body. 
Dunn wants to add onto existing 
groups such as the Sweet Adelines 
and Barbershop Quartets to en-
sure that every student is heard, 
literally. 

Music Teacher Dunn Excited about His Return

 Dunn has kept busy over the 
years. After his departure from 
Sherwood, he served as Artis-
tic Director for the Washington 
Youth Choir, an after-school pro-
gram for at-risk kids in Washing-
ton, D.C. One year later, he came 
back into Montgomery County, 
working at Key Middle School  in 
Silver Spring for one year before 
making his way to Blake. There, 
he taught Vocal Ensemble, Jazz 

by Emma Shuster ‘18

by Tate Harrop ‘17

GRADE:

         A+

Choir, and an original ensemble 
known as the Revelations, which 
was a multicultural gospel choir. 
He also taught piano and musical 
theatre as well as participating in 
all of Blake’s theatre productions.
 During this time, while rais-
ing a family of four children, 
he also worked as a Minister 
of Music at a Baptist church in 
Washington, D.C. There, Dunn 
performed executive leadership, 

with many roles ranging from 
liturgical dances to monitoring 
the ushers and all aspects of the 
music program. Following his 
time at the Baptist church, Dunn 
transitioned to Northwood. Elev-
en years later, he has returned 
to Sherwood, teaching Women’s 
Choir, Show Choir, Electronic 
Music as well as levels one and 
two of piano. 
  Dunn wants students to val-

ue the importance of music like 
he did while growing up. “Music 
created an opportunity for me at a 
time when I was really frustrated 
academically. Music opened up 
doors for me to go to college and 
see different parts of the world 
that we live in, and I want to share 
those wonderful qualities and ex-
periences with my students and 
hopefully equip them to do the 
same,” said Dunn.

Johnathan Dunn practices songs from the upcoming musical, “The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee,” with some of its lead actors.

Chase Wilson ‘17
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Film ‘Miss 
Peregrine’s’ 
Isn’t Unique

South Park Retains Cultural Relevance
 Going into their 20th season, 
“South Park” creators Trey Parker 
and Matt Stone had a big reputa-
tion to live up to. For two decades, 
Stan has thrown up, Cartman has 
remained fat, Kenny has died and 
come back to life, and they all 
have remained in fourth grade. 
The animated sitcom, which be-
gan in 1997, follows a group of 
fourth grade boys as they go on 
adventures in their hometown of 
South Park, Colorado. 
 The creators decided to try 
something different in Season 
19 by following one or two plots 

throughout the season rather than 
having a new plot end each epi-
sode as they did in past seasons. 
In season 19, they introduced PC 
Principal as the focus point, keep-
ing his intensity throughout the 
season, as he calls out people who 
were not politically correct. 
 In the first episode of Season 
20 that aired on September 14, 
“South Park” began with a focus 
on the national anthem and the 
presidential candidates. Rather 
than directly making fun of Don-
ald Trump, the writers decided to 
keep Mr. Garrison running for 
president. Garrison’s campaign, 
which began last season, prom-

ises to “make this country great 
again.” The opening scene of the 
premiere takes place at a girls’ 
volleyball game at South Park 
Elementary. The crowd, which is 
the entire town of South Park, is 
placing bets on whether fourth 
grader Nichole Daniels is going 
to sit or stand during the national 
anthem. When the anthem ends, 
the crowd gets up and leaves be-
fore the game even starts. 
 The episode also brilliantly 
introduces an Internet troll who 
harasses women on the school’s 
online message board, causing 
the girls’ volleyball team to pro-
test of the national anthem. The 

 Though potentially intrigu-
ing, book-to-movie adaptations 
have a tendency to miss the mark 
when visually recreating the story. 
A most recent example of this is 
“Miss Peregrine’s Home for Pecu-
liar Children,” based off the novel 
by Ransom Riggs.
 This fantasy/adventure mov-
ie follows Jake, portrayed by Asa 
Butterfield, a teenager and social-
ly awkward outcast living in Flor-
ida, as he copes with his suppos-
edly schizophrenic grandfather’s 
mysterious death.  
 The beginning of the film is 
a tad generic, with its “teen out-
sider” lead character, but the 
paranormal aspects, such as time 
travel and an orphanage for chil-
dren with “peculiarities” (abnor-
mal powers) that begin to emerge 
draw the audience in. These un-
conventional aspects are done 
in a fairly unique way, and their 
presence makes the movie com-
parable to films such as “The Spi-
derwick Chronicles” and “A Series 
of Unfortunate Events,” that also 
combine the concepts of fantasy 
and coming-of-age.
 These eerie attributes are also 
what makes the rendering of a 
book-to-movie adaptation an al-
most obvious fit for Tim Burton, 
who is known for directing un-
conventional films. Burton’s style 
can be seen throughout the work, 
from the ambience of the set to 
the set to the uncommon look of 
the actors, most of them having 
very defined facial structures and 
features. However, it is this “fit” 
that also typecasts Burton’s style, 
making “Miss Peregrine’s” not 
particularly special in compari-
son to his other films.
 Overall, the film is aesthet-
ically pleasing and quirky, with 
dark tones, gaunty characters 
and offbeat dialogue, yet it lacks 
essential core values of a “good 
movie,” such as fluidity in the plot 
structure and the ability to fully 
immerse the audience.

obvious suspect is Eric Cartman, 
who denies that he is doing it and 
explains that he is now politi-
cally correct, wearing a “Token’s 
Life Matters” shirt. Later in the 
episode, the Senate calls on film 
director JJ Abrams to reboot the 
National Anthem. The crowd is 
shocked when they are invited to 
stand, sit, or kneel before the an-
them begins. 
 The second episode of the 
season continues with the idea 
of online trolling and compares 
quitting Twitter to dying. One 
student, Heidi Turner, was being 
harassed online, so she drops her 
phone off a bridge. Her classmates 

are all extremely upset for the loss 
of their friend. 
 In its 20th season, the writers 
of “South Park” are sharper than 
ever in their critique of politics 
and American culture as they 
continue to push boundaries and 
creatively entertain their audi-
ence. With its clever humor and 
hilarious storylines, “South Park” 
remains one of the best animated 
sitcoms on television.  

by Colleen Yates ‘18

by Lydia Velazquez ‘17
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Fall Returns with Seasonal Festivities
  For many, fall is their favorite 
season. The leaves turn all dif-
ferent shades of red, orange, and 
yellow. People put pumpkins and 
other fall decorations outside 
their homes, and the weather gets 
cooler. It’s a great time to be out-
side doing things, which is why 
I wanted to put together a piece 
detailing some fall activities and 
events that a lot of people may not 
first think of when trying to come 
up with something fun to do on 
the weekend. 
    First, for the art lovers or for 
those who simply like to walk 
around and window shop, the 
Bethesda Row Arts Festival will 
be taking place this weekend (Oc-
tober 15-16), and this festival is 
essentially an outdoor art gallery 
that will include a host of different 
art forms like ceramics, drawings, 
pastels, wearables, glass, jewel-
ry, and more. There will also be 
a variation of genres of live mu-
sic and free admission. It is open 
from 11 to 6 on Saturday and 10-5 
on Sunday. If you cannot make 
it to Bethesda or want to make a 
weekend out of it, the Sugarloaf 
Craft Festival is occurring the 
same weekend, on October 14-16. 
This festival is at the Montgomery 
County Fairgrounds, and will in-
clude all kinds of artistic fashion, 
home decor, furniture, photogra-
phy, pottery, and the like. There 

will also be demonstrations by 
some of the artists, live music, 
and specialty foods. The festival is 
open from 10 to 6 on Friday and 
Saturday and 10 to 5 on Sunday. 
The admission is $8 when paying 
online, and $10 at the door.
    There are also some events for 
those who love history or just 
want to be outside and enjoy the 
day. The Mount Vernon Harvest 
Days will be on October 22 and 
23 from 9 to 5. This fun fall gath-
ering will include wagon rides, 
various demonstrations, a maze, 

and other activities. The cost is in-
cluded with admission to Mount 
Vernon, but getting tickets ahead 
of time is recommended. If going 
even farther back in time is more 
appealing, the Maryland Renais-
sance Festival is going on right 
now on weekends through Octo-
ber 23 from 10 to 7. This is a large 
festival with many types of differ-
ent activities, from elephant rides 
to stage productions. There are 
also many different shops offering 
a host of different products, like 
costumes, woodwork, or blown 

Lil Uzi Vert - October 20

Jack Reacher: Never Go Back - October 21 
Ouija: Origin of Evil - October 21

Dr. Strange - November 4

Kelsea Ballerini - November 10
Elle King - November 18 & 19

Cole Swindell - November 12 
PARTYNEXTDOOR & Jeremih - November 16

 

CONCERTS

by Mallory Carlson ‘19

glass. The admission for ages 7 
to 15 is $10, and $24 for those 
16 and older. It is located at 1821 
Crownsville Road in Annapolis.
    And finally, for those seeking 
a thrill, the Halloween Haunt at 
Kings Dominion is happening 
every weekend (Friday-Sunday) 
through October 30. This is a 
frightening event that has all sorts 
of different experiences like rides, 
mazes, shows, and scare zones. It 
is open from 7 p.m. to 12 mid-
night on Fridays, 10:30 a.m. to 
12 midnight on Saturdays, and 

10:30 a.m. to 10 p.m. on Sundays. 
Ticket cost varies based on time 
and what experiences are chosen; 
more details can be found on the 
website. For those seeking a more 
tame evening, check out Her-
sheypark in the Dark, happening 
on weekends through October 30. 
This Halloween event includes 
dark rides, Creatures of the Night 
at Zoo America, and lots of other 
festive fun. And if staying closer 
to home is more appealing, Field 
of Screams is open through Oc-
tober 31.

MOVIES

Echostage 9:30 Club

Fillmore

Mount Vernon Harvest Days

Halloween Haunt at Kings Dominion

Maryland Renaissance Festival

Bethesa Row Arts Festival

Sugarload Craft Festival
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Girls Tee Off for the Co-ed Golf Team

by Nicole Reich ‘17

 Sherwood golf was separated 
into a boys’ fall season and girls’ 
spring season until 2013, when 
MCPS decided that the two sepa-
rate teams would join into one fall 
co-ed team.
    Senior Caitlin Deerin was the 
first girl to join the co-ed team 
during her freshman year. Since 
then, the team has added more 
female golfers. Currently there 
are four˗˗Deerin, juniors Jordan 
Koller and Pooja Ravi, and fresh-
man Kirsten Collins˗˗the most fe-
male golfers on the team since it 
became co-ed.
 “I’m glad I got to help start 
a trend towards more women 
golfing, especially here at Sher-
wood,” Deerin said. “I think it’s 
important for girls to realize that 
golf, and other sports for that 
matter, aren’t ever geared to-

wards one gender. Anyone can 
play a sport and anyone should 
be able to play a sport without 
even having to think about their 
gender, and whether or not that is 
normal.” 
 High school co-ed golf fea-
tures four schools in each match 
in which the lowest score consti-
tutes a win. Each school sends its 
top six players, and the top five 
scores of those players count 
towards the team’s final score. 
There is not a requirement for a 
girl to be among the six players 
in the matches since not every 
school has girls on their team.
 One difference between 
genders is that the females play 
from women’s tees, which yields 
a shorter yardage. If a girl is not 
part of the top six, she has the 
chance to play “lady matches,” 
which are scored individually.
 The first few years Deer-Junior Jordan Koller succussfully hits long iron shot to escape the sand. 

Courtesy of Gary Peters 

Undefeated Warriors Tackle Their Way to States
by Alex Le ‘17
 Going into the fourth quarter, 
down 10-7, the Warriors found 
themselves in an unfamiliar po-
sition. With BCC dominating the 
time of possession, the referees 
throwing flags against the War-
riors seemingly every other play, 
and the Sherwood offense strug-
gling to convert on third down, 
things seemed bleak. With state 
championship aspirations, a loss 
in the first game of the season 
to a mediocre team such as BCC 
would be devastating. With their 
backs against the wall and mo-
mentum against them, the War-
riors turned it on. 
 Two interceptions led to a 
20-0 fourth-quarter shutout, a 
27-10 victory, and a showcase of 
Warrior football at its best. 
 Behind the senior star run-
ning back Travis Levy, the War-
riors have played each ensuing 
game with the same fire and te-
nacity that the team showed in 
that fourth quarter. Sherwood 
thwarted the likes of Clarksburg, 
Magruder, and Springbrook, av-
eraging a 36-point margin of vic-
tory. The Warriors currently stand 
at 6-0 after thrashing Northwood 
76-20 on October 7.
 “I really like the competitive 
nature of this team,” said Coach 
Chris Grier. “We have a bunch 
of players that love to compete 
…We expect to have a chance to 
win our division, make the play-
offs, and make a run at a state 
championship.”  
 Their first real test of the 

season came on September 30 
against the Northwest Jaguars. 
In a rainy, back and forth game 
consisting of break-out runs from 
Levy and senior fullback Nick 
Comeau, the deciding factor was 
the Warriors’ defense. 
 Early in the fourth quarter, 
Northwest fumbled a snap in their 
end zone. The Warrior defense 
immediately pounced on the ball 
for a defensive touchdown, and 
more importantly, a 21-13 lead. 
The defense continued to step it 
up. They stopped the Jaguar of-

fense once more, and entrusted 
the offense to close the game. 
 With momentum on their 
side, Levy and junior quarterback 
Michael Mbony led the offense 
down the field, where Comeau 
had a breakout long run to beat 
Northwest 28-13. 
 After the blowout win against 
Northwood, the Warriors find 
themselves undefeated, just like 
they were last season. Despite the 
similar record, the Warriors are a 
different type of team this year. 
 “We had to replace some se-

rious playmakers [quarterback 
Shawn Bliss and wide receiver 
Marcus Simms], but with guys 
like [juniors] Michael Mbony 
and Jarvis Tillman  I think we’ve 
found some answers,” said Grier. 
 Tillman, a wide receiver, has 
become the main option of the 
Warriors’ passing game and Mbo-
ny, a mobile quarterback, “has 
been vital to take attention away 
from Travis Levy and our wide 
receivers,” said Grier. 
 But Levy remains the heart 
and soul of this Warrior team. 

Arguably the best player in Mont-
gomery County, Travis is aver-
aging a whopping 180 yards per 
game and is currently number 
two all-time for Sherwood in 
rushing yards. With Levy leading 
the strong offensive line, the run-
ning game has become the War-
riors’ bread and butter.
 The fire and intensity present 
in the fourth quarter vs. BCC has 
become Warriors’ norm. If they 
continue to improve every game, 
a state title is a legitimate possi-
bility. 

Senior Travis Levy races towards the endzone to score a touchdown on October 7 against Northwood, in a game that the Warriors won 76-20.

Chase Wilson ‘17

in normally played in the lady 
matches until this year when she 
was part of the top six in the co-ed 
matches. However, she recently 
got severe tennis elbow, causing 
her to be out for most of the 2016 
fall season.  
 Koller is now the star female 
player, participating in five of the 
six co-ed matches. She also has 
participated in lady matches and 
on September 21, Koller had an 
eagle and three birdies, finishing 
with a 9-hole round of 35 against 
Winston Churchill. 
 “We have dedicated players 
that continue to improve each 
year, and this year we added two 
more girls to the team who have 
a lot of potential in the coming 
years,” said Koller. After finish-
ing third at districts on October 4, 
the co-ed team is headed to states 
at the University of Maryland on 
October 24. 

At Poolesville Golf Course, Koller (far right) poses with several other Sherwood golfers after the team qual-
ified for the Maryland State 4A/3A Golf Championships for the fourth year in a row. Congrats to the team!

Courtesy of Golf  Team
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Girls’ Soccer Turns Their Season Around

by Noah Rosendorf ‘17

 The stadium clock buzzed 
as the game came to end, and 
the Warriors walked off the field 
dejectedly, heads hung in disap-
pointment. After half-heartedly 
congratulating their opponent, the 
girls sat in the far corner of the 
field and discussed their loss. 
 This sequence of events was 
the norm for the girls’ varsity 
soccer team in the early season, 
but after their first victory against 
Springbrook on September 19, 
the Warriors went on a four-game 
win streak. 
 The Warriors’ rough start can 
be attributed to the fact that the 
team lost 16 seniors last year, and 
had to rebuild nearly their entire 
team. After watching last year’s 
team dominate nearly every game 
they played and advance to the 
state semifinals, the players and 
coaches realized lots of work had 
to be done to get the team back up 
to that level. 
 “I knew it was going to be 
hard to try and get back into the 
same rhythm that the team had 
last year,” said senior captain An-
nie Shigo. “It took a little while 
for things to fall back in place” 
 Sherwood began to improve 
after a very unsuccessful pre-
season. The team had 22 skilled 
players, but communication er-
rors and failure to finish their 
shots caused them to lose their 
first three games of the season.
 Their hardest loss had to be 
the one against rival Blake, who 
beat them 3-1. After that, Sher-

by Natalie Murray ‘18
Boys’  Soccer 
Pressuring 
Opponents

 After a disappointing sea-
son last year, the boys’ varsi-
ty soccer team has found their 
footing this fall and is currently 
5-6. Much of the Warriors’ suc-
cess can be credited to their de-
fensive pressure on the field.  
 “Our success this season 
depends on how well we put 
pressure on the ball. If we pres-
sure the ball correctly, teams get 
rattled,” said Coach Matt Par-
sons.
 The Warriors will look to 
get back to their winning ways 
tonight at 5:15 in a home game 
against Blair, after suffering a 
heartbreaking 2-1 loss in double 
overtime at Magruder on Oc-
tober 4. The season concludes 
with two difficult home games 
against B-CC and Churchill. 
 In attack, the Warriors strive 
to hold on to possession, often 
playing through the feet of ju-
nior midfielder Alhaji Turay. He 
creates opportunities to score 
by sending through balls to the 
attackers. Junior striker Ronald 
Little has contributed six goals 
and three assists which has led 
the team to crucial victories.
 “It is mainly our mindset 
that determines the outcome of 
the game. When we are positive 
and calm, we mostly do what we 
are expected to do,” said senior 
striker Cherif Dicko.

wood had a major turn-around. 
They had gotten their first goal 
of the season against the Bengals, 
and it was all uphill from there. 
 “We really started to connect 
after the Blake game, so we be-
came successful in keeping the 
ball on the other team’s half and 
setting up shots for each other,” 
said leading goal scorer senior 
Meghan Nolan.
 The next four games were 
dominated by the Warriors. They 

were aggressive, with the for-
wards creating many scoring 
opportunities with sharp pass-
es, long crosses into the middle, 
and skillful maneuvers around 
the defense. Midfielders excelled 
at transitioning from defense to 
offense and vice versa by using 
short give-and-go’s as well as 
long passes. The defenders and 
goalkeeper effectively stopped 
any forwards before they could 
create scoring opportunities. 

 Though the Warriors have 
greatly improved, they aren’t 
perfect -- their recent 2-1 loss to 
Magruder ended their win streak 
and gave them a 4-4 record. They 
will need lots of practice to stand 
a chance against B-CC and Chur-
chill, who they will play in the 
last two games.
 Tonight at 7:15, they will 
fight to reclaim their winning re-
cord at home against Blair. Come 
out and support the team!

Sophomore defender Julia Phillips battles to take the ball away from a Magruder forward during their Oc-
tober 6 game. Although the Warriors fought hard, they ended their four-game win streak with a 2-1 loss.

Chase WIlson ‘17
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Early Season Win over Rival Ignites Confidence

by Lucy Kuchma ‘18

 Over the past couple of 
weeks, an athlete by the name 
of Colin Kaepernick has made 
countless headlines across the 
United States for his protests 
against the recurrent injus-
tices perpetrate against African 
Americans and other minorities 
in this country. 
 The 28 year-old backup 
quarterback for the San Fran-
cisco 49ers took advantage of 
his grand national stage and put 
his aggrievement on display for 
millions of Americans when he 
kneeled during the performance 
of the National Anthem during 
a game against the Green Bay 
Packers in late August, and he 
has continued to take a knee 
during the anthem at all subse-
quent games this season.
 Kaepernick has received 
significant backlash in response 
to his refusal to stand for the an-
them along with his teammates. 
Critics have called it “an attack 
on American values” and an act 
of “blatant disrespect to our mil-
itary,” but what is disrespectful 
about wanting your country to 
continue to exhibit the values it 
claims to be built upon?
 The athlete has done noth-
ing overtly wrong, as he protests 
silently and asks nothing of his 
audience but to allow him to 
do so. However, so very many 
Americans fail to realize that 
Kaepernick is not yet another 
celebrity trying to launch him-
self into the spotlight in order to 
attain popularity and stardom. 
Instead, he aims to make a mute 
statement regarding his country 
when it chooses to ignore the 
glaring racial inequity which 
strips millions of Americans of 
their basic rights. 
 It doesn’t make a person 
un-American to have problems 
with the way their nation is gov-

erned. If it did, there would be 
no one left to call themselves 
American. Kaepernick is simply 
taking advantage of his constitu-
tional right to protest something 
he does not agree with.
 A common question people 
find themselves asking is why 
Kaepernick would choose to po-
sition his protest in a time that is 
so sacred to many people. The 
reason seems fairly clear. An ef-
fective protest consists of both 
support and opposition. Kaeper-
nick knew the timing of his ac-
tions would spark controversy, 
but that was his intention. He got 
people talking, positively and 
negatively, and he prompted the 
public to analyze the truth in the 
statement he made, which is all a 
protest can really ask of people. 
    Kaepernick’s protest is not 
yet over, and it is only grow-
ing stronger as more and more 
prominent figures join him in his 
cause. Celebrities like John Leg-
end as well as other professional 
athletes such as Megan Rapinoe 
have begun to use their spotlight 
to show support for Kaeper-
nick’s movement. The impact 
of Kaepernick’s statement is 
even evident in high schools 
nationwide. Within Montgom-
ery County, some Watkins Mill 
athletes have begun kneeling, 
illustrating their backing for the 
athlete’s cause. In a recent town 
hall meeting, football players 
at Watkins Mill made a state-
ment about their protest and an-
nounced that they will continue 
to kneel to show their support for 
the issue.
 Even now, weeks after 
Kaepernick first made headlines, 
his movement is still a major 
buzz across the nation. He has 
announced that he intends to 
continue kneeling for the anthem 
until he sees the change in his 
country that people have been 
pushing towards for too long.

Taking a Knee to Take a Stand
Cross Country Team 
Races to the Finish Line
by Frank Platko ‘18

 As the team continues to 
prepare for the upcoming MCPS 
Cross Country Championship 
Meet that will take place on Octo-
ber 22 at Bohrer Park in Gaithers-
burg, boys’ and girls’ cross coun-
try continues to build momentum. 
Until then, the team must focus 
on the race in front of them; the 
Gun Powder Falls Invitational 
on October 15 at Jerusalem Mill 
Area in Kingsville, MD. 
 The team traveled to Cary, 
North Carolina on October 1 to 
compete in the Great American 
Cross Country Festival. The girls’ 
finished 4th in the 19-team Var-
sity Red division, led by sopho-
more Alexa Donaldson, who fin-
ished 19th out of 131 finishers, 
earning her second straight top-
25 medal. The team’s finish was 
the second best girls’ showing on 
the fast Wake Med Soccer Park 
Cross Country Course. Only the 
2012 team, which won the Red 
division, has placed higher in this 
meet. 
 Additionally, the girls’ JV 
team finished 12th out of 20 
teams, with freshman Ryan San-
doval leading the way.  The boys’ 
JV team placed 14th out of 26 
teams. 
 Paced by sophomore Ethan 
Tagliere, boys’ varsity finished 
in 7th place at the North Caroli-
na meet. Tagliere earned a Top-25 
medal as well, finishing 20th in a 
field of 164 racers. He notes that 
he pushes himself very hard every 
day, and it has contributed to his 
success. “I try to run in practice 
like I will run in the meet,” said 
Tagliere. 
 The county championship is 
fast approaching, and Sherwood 
runners will be looking to make 
their mark. The schools are di-
vided into four different classes: 
1A, 2A, 3A, and 4A. Sherwood, 

along with other local schools 
such as Magruder, Springbrook, 
and Richard Montgomery, are in 
the 4A class. All teams qualify for 
counties, but doing well is not any 
less important. In order to quali-
fy for states, as they did last year, 
Sherwood must do well enough in 
regionals. But this season, the bar 
is set even higher. 
 Last year, the boys placed 
12th out of 25 teams. “Our goal 
this year is to finish in the top-half 
of schools, meaning 12th place or 
higher,” added Tagliere. Setting 

goals to improve is an important 
part of being successful, and it is 
clear that the team is motivated to 
outperform how they did in the 
previous season. 
 The team would love to head 
into the County Championship 
with confidence, so the invita-
tional this Saturday in Kingsville 
is an important event. Coach Dan 
Reeks has been pushing his run-
ners hard, and it should reflect in 
strong results as the runners work 
towards getting more personal 
bests. 

Junior Nick Seganish, sophomore Marco Casareto, and junior Peter 
Niverth race against Einstein, Northwest, and Whitman high schools.

by Brandon Alter ‘17

 Varsity field hockey  lost their 
first two games to Springbrook 
and Walt Whitman by a combined 
score of 6-2. The team looked for 
an opportunity to get into the win 
column and gain confidence with 
a rivalry game at home on Sep-
tember 20 against Magruder. 
 Going into the game, Coach 
Amy Morse emphasized the im-
portance of getting the season 
back on track. “Tonight’s game is 
important because it is a chance 
for the team to prove to them-
selves and to others that they are 
a strong, dedicated and skilled 
team with a fierce desire to win,” 
she said. “They have been waiting 
to play this game for two weeks 
[game was postponed from its 
original date on September 7] so 
they are ready to work hard and 
win at home.” 
 The Warriors pressured Ma-

gruder early, and the Colonels 
were forced to use a timeout less 
than four minutes into the game. 
Sherwood earned six straight pen-
alty corners before senior Maddie 
Lauda scored to give Sherwood a 
1-0 lead with just over 18 minutes 
remaining in the first half. 
 Magruder was able to re-
spond after giving up the early 
goal. They kept up the pressure 
and forced Sherwood to call their 
own timeout with just over 10 
minutes left in the first half. The 
timeout seemed to reenergize the 
Warriors as they upped the pres-
sure on Magruder; however, goal-
ie Kayla Zohlmann made a num-
ber of key saves late in the first 
half for the Colonels to keep the 
score at 1-0. 
 The second half was the 
same, the Warriors applied pres-
sure which lead them to scoring 
chances. Less than three minutes 
into the second half, senior Brynn 

Farley made it 2-0. Ten minutes 
later senior Sydney Abramowitz 
scored to give Sherwood a 3-0 ad-
vantage after three straight pen-
alty corners. Senior Raheemah 
Afinnih added a fourth goal five 
minutes later off the rush.  In the 
waning moments of the game, ju-
nior goalie Emma Shuster made a 
save to keep her shutout. 
 “It was important because we 
hadn’t won a game yet and we 
needed that boost of confidence,” 
said Abramowitz. 
 The Warriors will have to re-
gain that confidence after a heart-
breaking 3-2 loss against Clarks-
burg on October 10. The Warriors 
were up 2-0 after the first half but 
eventually lost in overtime. The 
team next faces two challenging 
home games against Walter John-
son and Churchill before con-
cluding the regular season with 
an away game at Blake on Octo-
ber 20. 

Senior Raheemah Afinnih dribbles across the field alongside with Se-
nior Brynn Farley. Afinnih looks to complete the pass on September 20.

Chase Wilson ‘17

Maya Koeppen ‘17

Field hockey builds on a 4-0 victory over Magruder with three more shutout victories.



The Warrior • Sports
October 13, 2016

24

This season, the Sherwood student section is being led by seniors Adam Wasik, Philip Wugalter, John Ervin and Matt Popeck. Their goal is to hype up the crowd for every game in 
support of our team. On September 9, everyone showed their spirit by participating in the blue out against Clarksburg High School, which the Warriors won with a score of 52-21.

The cheerleaders stand in a roll line and cheer after the national anthem at the first pep rally of the year.

FROM THE SIDELINES

The poms, led by seniors Lexi Paidas and Amanda Bergner, as well as senior officers Jessica Cromwell and 
Brianna Koenick, start their performance. This routine is the one of seven that the girls will perform this year. Sophomore Hyacinth Heo uses a backhand stroke during her match.

Senior Andrew Gross passes to Jake Schmier against Clarksburg.

Kayla Cohen ‘17

Kayla Cohen ‘17
Maya Koeppen ‘17

Maya Koeppen ‘17
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